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Lesson for December 13 in this issue 


Lesson 11.—John’s,,Vision on Patmos. 
Revelation 1 to 3: 22. 
Notes on Open Letters: 
Did Paul Never Mention Hell? 
Can We Understand the Book of Revelation? 
Robert C. McQuilkin 
The Blessing of Bible Memorizing 
Keeping a Whole Quarter’s Lessons in Mind; By Leslie 
Dunkin 
A Bible Alphabet from the Life of Paul. 
R. - Williams 
Spreading the Word among Students. 
Aldrich 
The Sunday School Times Lesson Cartoons Now Avail- 
able as Posters and Tracts 
International Uniform Lesson 
A Lesson Text in Song. By Robert Harkness 
For Family Worship. By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. .. 
Young Peopie’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. 


we 
The Diamonds 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


The finishing disk is ted with di d dust and oil.— Article 
on diamond cutting. 

They shall be mine, saith the Lord, .. 
jewels.— Malachi 3: 17. 


OUGH, yellow lumps of resin, 
Dull, shapeless beads of glass ; 
If you were seeking for treasures, 
With hardly a look you'd pass. 
But the diamond cutter takes one 
To bind in a metal mold, 
Against the rim of a whirling wheel 
The lusterless lump to hold. 
The wheels are of copper and iron, 
But the diamond’s hardness is such 
That only another diamond 
Can give the finishing touch ; 
So, pressing and tutning and pressing, 
He wears through the outer crust 
And the last metal disk of his using 
Is coated with diamond dust. 
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. when I make up my 


Are you living with those who fret you, 
Who “wear on you” day by day? 

It is thus that the Master Cutter 
Is grinding the refuse away ; 

He uses the copper and iron, 
The water’s chill and the fire ; 

But the diamond dust and the Spirit’s oil, 
Work best for His heart’s desire. 

Should you not be glad of the polish 
That is making a perfect gem? 

And when He gathers His jewels 
Would you not be one of them? 


The Beast is at Hand! 


“At hand” is @ challenging statement used often 
in the Scriptures, “Am I a God at hand, saith the 
Lord, and not a God afar off?” We are told that “the 
Lord is at hand,” and that “the night is far spent, the 
day is at hand.” We know from the Scriptures the 
signs that are té characterize the end of this age, 
heralding the near return of the Lord. Those signs 
are multiplying | synchronizing before our eyes for 
the first time. in the history of the world. One of 
them is : the oqgpoarnect of the Beast, predicted in 
Daniel and in Revelation, “For that day [of the re- 
turn and revelation of the Lord in glory] shall not 
come, except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped” (2 Thess. 2:3, 4). This 
Beast is to be a man who exalts man, i aaa 
against God, and claims the rights and powers of God 
for himself — but all the time he is only a man, with 
“the number of a man” (Rev. 13).. We are seeing 
multiplied preparations of the world for the coming 
of this World Emperor, the Beast. Foregleams: of the 
Beast himself are appearing in the many. movements 
within nations and among the nations for the central- 
ization of power and finance and religion and authority. 


In Russia, the seat and hotbed of atheism and revolt 
against , the writings of a*poet of note are cir- 
culated ie admired: Vladimir Mayakovsky ; it is of 

ificance that this rebel. against God com- 
mitted seleide in the summer of 1930. A well-known 
Russian critic and playwright who has been an edu- 
cational leader in the Soviet Union speaks of this 
man’s writings as among the flowers of revolutionary 
poetry. Here is a specimen of his free verse, printed 
here as prose in order to savé space. “Bowing to the 
ground, in the fields let us all fervently pray to the 
Lord God: Appear to us not from the starry heaven 
above, but as the god of iron, the god of fire; not the 
god of Mars nor Neptune nor Vega, but a god of 
flesh and blood, a man god! Not one relegated to 
the skies — but an earthly one, abiding with us, appear 
to us! Not the one ‘who art in heaven,’ we ourselves 
in the presence of all will perform miracles in thy 
name.” The Beast is at hand! But the Lord is at 
hand. The kings of the earth will unite in giving 
“their power and strength unto the Beast. These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over- 
come them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: 
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, 
and faithful” (Rev. 17: 12-14). 


=< 


Not in God’s Experience 


There are some good things that God does not 
have to do. Men do them, but not God, and it is well 
to note the blessed difference. In commenting on 
John’s inspired. statement that “the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not” 
(John 1:5), a writer has said: “In seeking to reveal 
himself God encounters the darkness of human igno- 
rance and superstition and sin.” But God never “seeks 
to do” anything. Men do so: God does not have to. 
He does whatever he starts out to do. He did not 
seek to reveal himself —he revealed himself. Some 
gladly accepted this revelation, others rejected it. But, 
the question may be asked, did not Christ come to 
seek? Yes, but let us notice just how the Scripture 
uses the expression. “The Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 10). 
He did not come “to seek to save,” but to seek and 
to save, which is quite different. When God seeks, 
he finds. The word “seek” when used of men has 
the meaning “try”; men seek, or try, to do certain 
things; they may fail or they may succeed. But the 


Archeology and the 


ICK and spade in Bible lands have never turned 
Pp up anything that contradicts the Scriptures. And 

pick and spade have been persistently at work 
now -for generations, digging to the foundations of 
things in Palestine, Syria, Egypt, Asia Minor, as 
archeologists have spent their energies and vast sums 
of money in uncovering the sites of events that the 
Bible tells us occurred thousands of years ago. Some 
archeologists have gone at this work from the stand- 
point of reverent and unquestioning belief in the Scrip- 
tures as the inspired and inerrant Word of God; many 
other archeologists have done gheir work while hold- 
ing no such view of the Bible, but looking upon it as 
merely human history, subject to the mistakes and 
inaccuracies of any historical records and. compilations, 
or even as colored or distorted by superstition, folk- 
lore and myth. 

But always the result has been the same. No matter 
what the personal belief or unbelief.of the archeologist, 
the things disclosed by the. digging, the discovering 
and deciphering of manuscripts or tablets or inscrip- 
tions, have always corroborated, never contradicted, 
the old Book. Those who know the true character 
of the Book are not surprised at this. Others may be. 

A large and sumptuous volume has just been pub- 
lished, of more than four hundred pages and with 
seventy plates of brilliantly printed half-tone illustra- 
tions, interspersed by a score of accurately drawn 
maps, which is a striking testimony afresh to the re- 


word seek when used of God stands for his definite 
and triumphant accomplishment: never for an uncer- 
tain or possibly failing attempt, for this is never in 
God’s experience. He finds what he seeks. The 
Scripture never tells us that God “seeks to do,” but it 
does tell us that he “is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think,” 


a“ 
What Is the Best Preaching ? 


Ambassadors of the cross used to think the best 
preaching was that which held forth “Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.” Now they are discovering some- 
thing better! The well-known pastor of a large evan- 
gelical church in New York State tells us what it is. 
According to the New York Herald-Tribune he re- 
cently addressed 5,000 school teachers at a meeting 
of the State Teachers’ Association at Carnegie Hall 
in New York City, and it reports him to have said: 
“The best preaching in America, pointing young minds 
day after day to the highest ideals of life, comes not 
from the pulpits, nor from the- press, nor from the 
school, but from jazz.” The preacher “admitted that 
jazz had not always been dedicated to uplifting 
thoughts,” and deprecated the songs of five years ago 
that made it “harder for every boy and. girl to be 
decent”; but now the popular song hits, he says, are 
uplifting and contribute “to better ideals of finer life.” 
It isa strange, almost unbelievable pronouncement for 
a minister of the Church of Christ to utter. What 
a startling and solemn fulfillment of Paul’s prophetic 
word to young Timothy, written almost 2,000 years 
ago, that “the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but-after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3, 4). 
On the other hand, God be praised, there is still a 
great multitude of Christian ministers who refuse to 
bow the knee to Baal and who preach the Word, in- 
stant in season, out of season. These, like Paul, are 

“not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,” for they know 
that “it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth.” And they rejoice that, “after 
that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing [of the thing preached] to save them that believe” 
(1 Cor. 1:21). Not jazz, but Jesus, is the only hope 
of this spat world. 


Bible Agree Again! 


liability and authenticity of the Scriptures. The book 
is entitled “The Foundations of Bible History (Joshua 
and Judges),” and the author is Dr. John Garstang,t 
one of the best known archeologists of our day, and 
formerly Director of Antiquities to the Palestine Gov- 
ernment. A _ fortnight ago Tue Sunpay ScHOooL 
Times published an article on “The Great Fire at 
Jericho,” by Sir Charles Marston, whose generous 
financial help has made Dr. Garstang’ s work possible, 
and this article gave a fascinating glimpse of some 
of the results of recent expeditions. The present edi- 
torial calls attention to more of these refreshing vindi- 
cations of Scripture, — seven of them. 

The new volume is the more remarkable because 
it is written, and the expeditions it describes have been 
conducted, by one who is by no-means a conservative 
in his view of the Bible. Dr. Garstang frankly accepts 
the positions of the Higher Criticism. at many poirits, 
speaks frequently of “discrepancies” and “contradic- 
tions” in the Bible records, rejects some of the Scrip- 
tures as mistaken and untrustworthy, and thinks. of 

“independent strains of tradition” as entering into and 
brought together by various edi‘ors or writers of the 
Scriptures. Thus he speaks of a passage concerning 
Joshua as an “allusion of doubtful authenticity”; the 
various Bible accounts are viewed as of merely human 


1 Publiched- by Ray Long and Richard R. Smith, Inc., 
New York, $5. 
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origin and therefore of quite fallible character, This 
general attitude of the author makes his conclusions 
the more remarkable. His view of the Bible is far 
removed from that of the editors and readers of THE 
SunpAy ScHoot Times, but his conclusions, drawn 
from the hard and fast facts of the results of his ex- 
cavations, are entirely in accord with the convictions 
of evangelical Christians — that is, that the old Book 
is really true. 

Dr. Garstang’s tendency, again, is to seek for natu- 
ral explanations of certain miracles, such as the Israel- 
ites’ crossing of the Jordan on a dry river bed and the 
falling of the walls of Jericho. While the Bible itself 
explains some such miracles as brought to pass by 
God through his use of the forces of nature, as when 
“the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east 
wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and 
the waters were divided” (Exod. 14:21), such an 
event, combining the natural and the supernatural, was 
none the less miraculous; as Sir Charles Marston 
pointed out in his article in the Trves, “it was the 
occurrence of such phenomena just at that particular 
time which constitutes the miraculous element in the 
narrative.” 

Tue SunpaAy ScHoot Times therefore, after this 
explanation, does not hesitate to commend to the at- 
tention of its readers this masterly study of “The 
Foundations of Bible History,” of which Professor 
Sayce, the famous Egyptologist and defender of the 
faith, has said it “cannot fail to excite a sensation in 
literary and theological circles.” Now for the seven 
vindications of Scripture among the many found in 
this new work. 


I 


The first of these will be very acceptable to Bible 
readers. The hornet of Exodus 23: 28 and Joshua 24: 
12, which preceded and prepared the way for the 
Israelitish invasion, has ever seemed a disquieting and 
unintelligible thing. “And I sent the hornet before 
you, which drave them. out from before you, . . . but 
not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.” How could 
the hornet serve as advance guard to an army! Com- 
mentators have spiritualized the statement into a meta- 
phor for the terror which fell on the Canaanite occu- 
pants of the land. Dr. Garstang gives.a beautifully 
obvious explanation which constitutes a.warning to 
accept and wait until other Biblical difficulties are 
also cleared up. According to his well-reasoned chron- 
ology . the Exodus occurred in 1447 B. C., and the 
entrance to the Promised Land in 1407. The Pharaoh 
of the Oppression then would have been the great 
master-builder and conqueror, Thutmose III. Now 
the royal symbol of his dynasty was a Hornet, as 
the symbol of Czarist Russia was a double Eagle, and 
of Great Britain the Lion. 

Twelve invasions did Thutmose -III undertake in 
Syria and Asia Minor, completely breaking down the 
power of the local rulers. In 1479 he sacked Megiddo, 
ani the regularity of his campaigns suggest a deliber- 
ate policy of devastation. The spoils of Megiddo in- 
cluded 2,041 mares, 1,929 large cattle, 20,500 goats, 
2,000 sheep, and 208,200 fourfold measures of grain. 
His successor Amenhotep II swept Northern Pales- 
tine clear, taking vast masses of gold, copper, and the 
nobles of the land with their horses and chariots. It 
was only with the accéssion of Amenhotep III in 
1411 B. C. that this harrying of the land ceased — for 
fifty years. This gave the opportunity for the invasions 
of the Israelites under Joshua. 

The sovereignty of the Pharaoh over Egypt was 
expressed by a hieroglyph of which one member, rep- 
resenting his rule over Lower Egypt, was a hornet. 
When Joshua said, “And I sent the hornet before 
vou, which drave them out from before you,” every 
Israelite understood the allusion. If Joshua’s history 
belonged to exilic times, as the critics say, it would 
have been necessary to explain the allusion. The ab- 
sence of any such explanation is cogent evidence against 
the late-daters. 

II 


The last resting place of Israel before the advance 
over Jordan into the Promised Land was Abel Shittim, 
“the meadow of the acacias.” Abel is identified by 
Josephus with Abila, seven miles from the river. Here 
is a low, stony platform, thirty acres in area, near the 
modern village of Kufrein. The surface is littered 
with potsherds, among which predominate those of 
the Late Bronze Age (1600-1200 B. C.), and the date 
of the Israelites’ encampment was just in the middle 
of this period, 1407. This favorite camping place of 
antiquity was with little doubt that of the children 
of Israel on the eve of their passage over Jordan. 


III 


Jericho, Ai, Habor—Investigations of the sites of 
these three cities made clear that they were destroyed 
at the same time, at the close of the fifteenth century 
B. C. Further soundings on the site of Bethel dis- 
closed a layer of destruction attributable to the same 
period. The date of the common destruction of the 
first three tallies with the statement that the Exodus 
occurred 480 years before Solomon began to build the 
Temple (the forty years of desert wandering, of course, 
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being added). Of Jericho, Joshua 6:24 says: “And 
they burnt the.city with fire, and all that was therein.” 
Jericho had two parallel walls, an inner-and an outer. 
“*Traces of intense fire are plain to see,’” says Dr. 
Garstang, “‘including reddened masses of brick, 
cracked stones, charred timbers and ashes. Houses 
alongside the wall are found burned to the ground, 
their roofs fallen upon the domestic pottery within.’ 
As to the main fact, then, there remains no doubt: 
the walls fell outwards so completely that the attackers 
would be able to clamber up and over their ruins 
into the city.’ Among the thousands of potsherds 
characteristic of the period found among and below 
the ruins, not one piece of. Mykenzan ware. was 
brought to light. This is strongly indicative that the 
fourteenth century (i. e., 1400 to 1300 B. C.) had not 
begun when the walls fell. 


IV 


Professor Garstang, as a former Director of An- 
tiquities for Palestine, has an almost unique knowl- 
edge of the topography of the Holy Land. This 
topography, as he shows, illustrates and confirms the 
military descriptions of Joshua and the various Judges 
of Israel later, in a wholly remarkable way. This 
proof of the accuracy of the Biblical documents is 
laid out in detail and is very imposing, although of 
course only a second connoisseur like Dr. Garstang 
could be competent to check up his material. The 
Biblical records he thinks essentially contemporary 
with the events detailed. The terrain of Joshua’s cam- 
paigns as outlined in the Book of Joshua is easily 
recognizable today. Present-day history corroborates 
that of the Book of Judges. Thus Deborah’s plan 
was to entice the chariots of Sisera into the valley 
when rain was imminent. During the Great War 
experience showed that a quarter of an hour’s rain 
on this clay soil endangered the issue of all cavalry 
maneuvers. The horses of the new time plunged in 
quagmire as did those of old. “Then did the horse- 
hoofs stamp by reason of the prancings,” as Deborah 
herself sang. 

One minor indication shows the accuracy of Joshua’s 
account. “No gateway has been found in the length 
of wall uncovered around the northwest and south 
sides of Jericho. It- would seem, then, that the city 
at this time had but one gate, one facing directly 
toward the water and the east. This conclusion is in 
accord with the indications of the narrative which in 
two passages speaks only of “the gate.” 

“No radical flaw was found at all in the topography 
and archeology of these documents,” says Dr. Gar- 
stang in his Preface. a 


The identification of the Habiru of the Tell-el- 
Amarna Letters with the Hebrews gives a wonderful 
duplication of Scripture history. We see in these 
Letters from the sub-rulers of Palestine to their Egyp- 
tian overlord the agitation and horror which the ad- 
vance of the Israelites were causing to the people of 
the land. “Our hearts did melt, neither did there 
remain any more courage in any man, because of you.” 
The words of Rahab. are re-echoed in the Letters. 
The Rebute of the Letters is identified with Arba, or 
Hebron, and there is therefore a striking. parallel 
between the story of the Habiru invasion (with its 
mention of the defection of Lachish and Keilah, the 
loss of territory about Hebron, the capture of Hebron 
and the danger to Jerusalem) and the movement of 
the Caleb-Judah alliance in the Bible narrative. One 
of the undated letters written to the Pharaoh by Abd- 
Khipa of Jerusalem actually reports the secession of 
Shechem to the Habiru. “Labaya and the Land of 
Shechem have given (all) to the Habiru,” This, ac- 
cording to Garstang, may be a record of the peaceful 
occupation of the neighborhood of Shechem by Joshua 
and the Israelites with the concurrence of the local 
chief. 

VI 


There is accord between Egyptian and Jewish his- 
tory. The people of Israel did not at once overpower 
the whole of the Promised Land. Their conquest 
came later, largely by peaceful penetration. For gen- 
erations they occupied the more easterly and mountain- 
ous regions. The coast was dominated by Egypt as 
an open way to the East. This proximity of Egyp- 
tian garrisons Dr. Garstang thinks had a quieting in- 
fluence on Palestinep and when Egypt was powerful 
the invasions and oppressions which are mentioned in 
the Book of Judges receded. On the other hand,. in 
the periods of Egyptian weakness the reverse process 
occurred, and Israel suffered correspondingly. Dr. 
Garstang believes that “it is only when set into the 
background of contemporary Egyptian history that 
they [the periods of Rest and Oppression] find their 
place and recover their true meaning. . . . The paral- 
lelisms derived from the records of Israel and of Egypt 
appear to be too consistent and too complete to be 
founded on mere coincidence” (pp. 52 and 65). 


Vil 
One stray indication of this Egyptian influence is 
found in the reference to Shamgar, the son of Anath, 


who delivered Israel (Judg. 3:31). This may be the 
son of Anath, Syrian sea captain, with whom Rameses 
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II allied himself. This would mean that the protect- 
ing arm of Egypt) warded off this Philistine invasion 
from Palestine, and it is instructive to note that. Sham- 
gar is not claimed by the Israelites as a Judge. Not 
is the incident recorded as an oppression. “In the 
days of Shamgar the son of Anath,” sang Deborah, “the 
highways. were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through byways.” An Egyptian document uses similar 
phraseology to describe a happier state of things, 
phraseology which gives a note of contemporaneity to 
the two passages. “Sit: down happily and talk and 
walk far out upon the way, for there is no fear in the 
heart of the peowMle. The strongholds are left to 
themselves, the wells are open again. Orie comes and 
goes with singing. The towns are settled anew again.” 

The unchanging character of the East comes out in 
the following. Heber the Kenite is mentioned in 
Judges 4:11 as pitching his tent by Kadesh. This is 
the Abu Kudeis of the present time. “Every year 
there may be seen in the autumn the tents of certain 
Bedouin Arabs from the Negeb of Beersheba (the old 
Kenite area [in Southern Palestine]) who come by 
rotation of families to graze and glean this quarter 
of the plain. This. is an established custom, older than 
human memory, which has survived all known political 
changes. and is one of a number of such annual move- 
ments. up the coastal plain. A position near Tell Abu 
Kudeis for Heber’s tent- would suit the context per- 
fectly.” 
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Did Paul Never Mention Hell? 


The apostle Paul, who did not shun to declare the 
whole counsel of God, never mentioned hell. I am 
sure you have not told readers that this is so. You 
say, “It is well to agree with the Bible,” yet it is 
elear that many things you publish are in contradic- 
tion of it—A California reader. 


We cannot get rid of truth that is declared in the 
Bible by ‘noting that it may not be declared by every 
writer throughout the Scriptures. It is enough for 
the Holy Spirit, who inspired all the words of Scrip- 
ture, to say a thing once; for our Lord himself said, 
“The scripture cannot be broken” (John 10: 35). Those 
who reject the historical fact and precious Scriptural 
doctrine, for example, of the Virgin Birth of Christ, 
make much of the fact that it is not recorded by 
Mark or John. Does this mean that Matthew and 
Luke are perjurers, or narrators of folklore and super- 
Sstitions? God forbid! If then it should be proved 
that the apostle Paul never mentioned hell, would 
that fact mean that the Lord Jesus Christ, who uttered 
the most terrible words about hell to be found anywhere 
in the Bible, was mistaken? 

But Paul wrote in unmistakable terms of the in- 
evitable end of the unbelieving and impenitent who 
sin away the day of grace and reject God’s offer of 
salvation through his Son as man’s only Saviour. 
“And thinkest thou this, O man,” wrote Paul, “... 
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? ... But 
after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up 
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and reve- 
oo of the righteous judgment of God” (Rom. 2: 
3-5). 

Again, writing of the sins of men, Paul says: “For 
which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience” (Col: 3:6). 

And Paul wrote to faithful Christians who were 
suffering persecution: “It is a righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
you; and to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 
Thess. 1:6-9). These are very solemn words, and 
in them the apostle Paul gives the teaching of the 
many other passages throughout the Scriptures that 
declare the everlasting destruction which God must 
visit upon those who will not accept his loving offer 
of salvation. At the close of the last book of the 
Bible, '‘““‘The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave unto him,” and “he sent and signified it by “his 
angel unto his servant John,” we read that “if any 
man shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from 
the things which are written in this book” (Rev. 22: 
19). And in this Revelation of Christ: we find the 
awful description of the judgment of the great white 
throne, when “the dead,‘small and great, stand before 
God. . . and they were judged every man according 
to their works. . . . And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire” (Rev. 20: 11-15). 
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Finding keys to what many have thought was’a locked book 


Can We Understand the Book of Revelation? 











By Robert C. McQuilkin Cotunbie pints Giles ' 














tians the closed book of the Bible. And yet 

the Revelation is God’s great open book, his un- 
veiling of all that has been left unrevealed or obscure 
in the other Scriptures. 

The Bible is a history of the redemption of man 
and of nature through the blessed Redeemer, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Revelation is the climax of that history 
and the consummation of all of God’s glorious pur- 
poses. Without Revelation the book of endings, at 
its close, the Bible would be as incomplete as it would 
be without Genesis the book of beginnings at its open- 
ing. Revelation is not merely the last book of the 
divine library; it is God’s final word to his Church 
and reaches forward to the completion of redemption 
and the establishing of the promised new heaven and 
new earth. Think for a moment of the result, had 
it been lef to man to write a fitting close to the Bible. 
Grand beyond all compare should such a book be. 
And such is “The Revelation of Jesys Christ, which 
God gave him to show unto his servants,” sending and 
signifying it “by his angel unto his servant John.” 
Our attitude toward all Scripture should be that of 
reverent awe, but in approaching the majestic glory 
of this final revelation of Jesus Christ we do indeed 
need to take the shoes from off our feet, for we are 
on holy ground. . 


The Heart of the Message 


The theme of the Revelation is the glorious advent 
of the Lord Jesus, together with all the marvelous 
events connected with that advent: “The time is at 
hand . . . Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and 
every eye shall see him” (Rev. 1:3, 7). The prophecy 
concerning the personal return of Christ to the earth 
is indeed a key to the understanding of all Scripture. 
The message of his return runs through all the books 
of the New Testament as a vital part of the Gospel 
message. But the last book of the Bible is given 
wholly to this message.’ When our Lord said to Peter 
concerning John: “If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee?” the saying went abroad that 
John should not die. They knew that Peter would 
depart to be with Christ before the return of the 
Lord, but many of them expected Christ to come in 
the lifetime of John. “Yet Jesus said not unto him, 
that he should not die.” John did not live until the 
Lord Jesus came, but he did live to see the vision of 
all that would happen in connection with Christ’s 
coming and the final establishment of his glorious 
kingdom on earth. Daniel did not live to see his 
beloved Israel triumphant, ,but he saw the vision. 

How striking is one great contrast between the 
closing words of the prophecy of Daniel and the clos- 
ing words of the Revelation as given through John: 
“And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O 
my Lord, what shall be the issue of these things? 
And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are 
shut up and sealed till the time of the end” (Dan. 12: 
8, 9). Daniel did not understand. The prophecy was 
a sealed book to him. The reason was that the time 
was not at hand. Messiah had not yet come te die 
and rise again and to ascend to the right hand of 
power. But the Revelation opens with the startling 
statement, “For the time is at hand,” and in its closing 
words we have the same statement, “For the time is 
at hand”: “And I John am he that heard and saw 
these things. .. . And he [the Angel] saith unto me, 
Seal not up the words of the prophecy of this book; 
for the time is at hand. . . . Behold, I come quickly. 
... 1am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end” (Rev. 22:8, 10. 12, 
13). This last book of the Bible, therefore, is not 
a sealed book but an open book, not obscure but clear, 
not a hiding of truth but a revealing of truth, not a 
book that cannot be understood, but one that is in- 
tended to be understood. This does not mean that 
there are not heights and depths in the book that go 
beyond our understanding, nor does it mean that we 
are yet able clearly to interpret all the details of the 
book. But the great outstanding messages that God 
wants his children to have will unfold themselves in 
increasing beauty and clearness and power as we gird 
up the loins of our minds and give ourselves to the 
siudy of the book. 

We have made the right approach when we realize 
that the greatness of the theme cannot be exaggerated, 
and that this prophecy is God’s greatest light on pres- 
ent conditions and on future events. How unworthy 
of the mighty God and his inspired revelation, to 
limit this book to a symbolic picture of something that 
has already occurred, or to view it as an obscure pres- 
entation of spiritual conflicts given with the thought 
of encouraging Christians to realize that the right will 


Tes closing book of the Bible is for many Chris- 


“This last book of the Bible is not a sealed book 
but an open book, not obscure but clear, not a 
hiding of truth but a revealing of truth, not a book 
that cannot be understood but one that is in- 
tended to be understood.” Would you, as a Sun- 
day-school teacher, dare to say that to your. class 
when you come’ to the lesson in. Revelation on 
December 13? But this is Mr. McQuilkin’s own 
statement, and in this article, a valuable sidelight 
on the lesson in this issue, he gives many g 

reasons for making it. As you follow this brief 
but comprehensive survey of Revelation you will 
be better equipped as a teacher, and it will bring 

blessing’ to your own soul. 








triumph. The book is, indeed, full of symbols, but 
back of every symbol is a reality as great as is the 
reality of the crucified Saviour back of the symbol of 
the Lamb, or the reality of Satan, the prince of this 
world, back of the symbol of the Dragon. 

The beginning of Bible prophecy, and likewise the 
beginning of the story of salvation, is in Genesis 3: 15: 
“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Most of 
the characteristics of all Bible prophecy are shadowed 
forth in this remarkable verse. The center of all 
prophecy is a Person, the seed of the woman, the com- 
ing Saviour. A great conflict is predicted, and it is 
inferred that this conflict will cover a long period of 
time. The conflict is between this coming Redeemer, 
and the Serpent and his seed. In the- conflict. the 
Saviour will suffer, and in the conflict the Serpent will 

crushed in the ultimate triumph of the Saviour, 
The whole Bible is an unfolding of this conflict be- 
tween the seed of the woman and the seed of- the 
Serpent. Parallel with the prophecies of God’s com- 
ing King, there are the prophecies of the coming man 
of sin, the king of fierce countenance, with a mouth 
speaking great things, the Antichrist, the great op- 
poser of Christ and also the one offered to men in the 
place of. Christ. 

It is evident that the last book of the Bible, record- 
ing the consummation of God’s plans, will deal with 
the climax of this conflict. Here we may expect to 
find a great central figure of evil, the Antichrist, in 
whom the fullness of Satan dwells, and the great cen- 
tral figure of righteousness, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, in whom the fullness of God dwells. 
And this is what we find. 


A Book of Endings and Restoration 


Genesis may be thought of as the buttress on which 
the glorious arch of Scripture revelation rests on the 
one side, while Revelation is the buttress on the other 
side. Paradise, with its tree of fife and the river of 
life, and God in the midst, lost to man in Genesis, 
are found in all their glory in this closing book. In 
Genesis is the Serpent in the beginning of his effort 
to secure dominion over man; in Revelation the 
Dragon, who is the old Serpent, the Devil, and Satan, 
meets his final doom. In Genesis sin and death enter, 
with sorrow and suffering and toil. In Revelation 
sin and death are conquered and every tear is wiped 
away. 

Old Testament prophecy, following the key found 
in Genesis 3:15, sets forth the coming Saviour as 
the suffering Servant of Jehovah and the triumphant 
King. As we enter the New Testament we find the 
disciples as well as the enemies of Christ stumbling 
over this twofold message of suffering and glory. In 
the New Testament prophecies concerning the com- 
ing of the Lord we are presented with two pictures, 
that of glory and blessing and salvation, and that of 
judgment and suffering and destruction. In Revelation 
all is made plain. The great time of the end, “the 
consummation of the age,” is the point toward which 
all the visions move. This time is the day of wrath, 
the day of judgment, the great and terrible day of 
the Lord. But it is above all the day of Christ, the 
time of victory, when the kingdoms skall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord. 

One of the keys to the understanding of Revelation 
is found in the parallels of sin and righteousness. For 
every true thing of God there is a false thing of 
—— Note the following parallels among many 
others : 


Antichrist, the false king. 

The Harlot, the apostate 
church. 

Babylon, the wicked city of 
man. 


Christ, God’s true king. 
The Bride, the true Church. 


Jerusalem, the holy city of 
God. 


Father, 


Satan, Antichrist, False Son, and Holy 
Prophet. Spirit. 

The mark of the Beast on The mark of God on his 
Satan’s servants. servants. 


The Great Supper of God: The Marriage Supper of 


slaughter. the Lamb: salvation’s joy. 
The resurrection of judg- The resurrection unto life. 
ment. 


The lake of fire. The river of the water of 


life. 


With this glimpse into some of the characteristics 
of the Revelation, every Christian should set himself 
to master the contents of these twenty-two chapters, 
—not at all meaning by this to be able to interpret 
everything in these chapters but to know what is in 
them. All students have been deeply impressed by 
the perfect design and structure of the book. A promai- 
nent feature of this structure is the four great sevens: 
seven churches, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven 
plagues. Dr. W. J. Erdman in his suggestive analysis 
of the book finds seven sevens: Seven churches, seven 
seals, seven trumpets, seven personages, seven plazues, 
seven dooms, seven new things. 

The following brief summary or outline will help to 
show the contents at a glance: 


Chapter 
Foreword: The time at hand. “Be- 
hold, he cometh with the 
clouds.” Christ reveals his glory 
OD: FONE ii Fi OCR KRALL S awk I 


1. The messages to the seven churches: 


“Behold, I come quickly” ..... 2,3 
2. The seven seals: Judgments and 

OE Fh 6 stis PROS ORM KET E K08 4:1 to 8:1 
3. The seven angels with seven trump- 

ets: Judgment, woes, and glory 

CHS Ot BEATE) stg eivibiv eiie'es de od 8: 2to11:19 
4. Satan on earth, last great warfare 

CPS PINES) ig eer eee i. be 12to 14 
5. The seven plagues, finishing the 

WGI OF: GN See cs ea eaee ce oe 15, 16 
6. Final judgment, appearing of Christ 

and defeat of Satan ........... 17 to 20 


7. The new heaven and the new earth. . 
Final word: “The time is at hand.” 
“Behold, I come quickly” 22: 6-21 


The whole of the great prophecy may be viewed 
as the unsealing of the book of seven seals, which 
was handed to the Lamb of God amid the glorious 
praises of the four living creatures and the four and 
twenty elders. The first four seals are set by them- 
selves, summoning the four horses, white, and red, and 
black, and pale. The fifth seal reveals the slain mar- 
tyrs and has been called the tribulation seal. With 
the sixth seal comes a great earthquake and signs in 
the heavens, There follows an interlude before the 
seventh seal, and when the seventh seal is opened there 
are seen the seven angels with the seven trumpets. . 

Again, the first four trumpets are set off by them- 
selves proclaiming the judgments upon the third part 
of the earth, upon the third part of the sea, upon the 
third part of the rivers and fountains, upon the third 
part of the heavenly bodies. The last three trumpets 
are called the three woes. At the end of the sixth 
trumpet there is again an interlude, and when the 
seventh angel sounds there follow great voices in 
Heaven and they say: “The kingdom of the world 
is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 


21: 1to0 22:5 


Prophecies of Deception and Plagues 


This brings us to the end of chapter eleven, and 
thus the first half of the book closes with the glorious 
statement of the consummation, the proclamation of: 
the triumph of Christ (suggesting an interesting two- 
fold division of the book). There follow three chap- 
ters, with the great revelation concerning Satan and 
the Antichrist and the False Prophet. Then are seen 
the seven angels having the seven plagues, “which 
are the last, for in them is finished the wrath of 
God.” Again, the first four plagues reveal judgment 
upon the earth, the sea, the rivers and fountains, the 
heavenly bodies. In this case it is not a partial judg- 
ment upon a third of the earth and sea and rivers and 
sun, but is apparently universal. 

Notice particularly what is said (a) upon the open- 
ing of the seventh seal, (b). the sounding of the sev- 
enth trumpet, and (c) the pouring out of the seventh 
vial of wrath: (a) “And there followed thunders, 
and voices, and lightnings, and an earthquake” (8:5); 
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(b) “And there followed lightnings, and voices, and 
thunders, and an earthquake, and great hail” (11: 19) ; 
(c) “And there were lightnings, and voices, and thun- 
ders; and there was a great earthquake, such as was 
not since there were men upon the earth, so great an 
earthquake, so mighty” (16: 18). 

It seems clear from this key that these revelations 
all move toward the great consummation, that they 
are not necessarily chronological in the sense of one 
series of sevens following the other. Constantly they 
re.urn to go over again new features of the judg-. 
ments that. lead to final judgment and final triumph. 


It is frequently overlooked that the seven letters to 
the seven churches partake of this same remarkable 
characteristic of pointing toward the culmination at 
the end. These letters are an integral part of the 
prophecy. The whole of the book is addressed to the 
seven churches (Rev. 1:4). It is clear that the 
seven churches represent the whole Church of Christ, 
in the sense that the message is given to the whole 
Church. They were actual churches in the day in 
which John wrote, and the characteristics of the apos- 
tolic Church in John’s day are not pictured merely in 
the letter to the church in Ephesus but in all seven 
letters. It is doubtless true that the characteristic of 
one or o.her church has been more predominant at 
one period of the. Church age than another, but the 
more important truth is that these seven churches rep- 
resent the Church of Christ in ali ages. These letters, 
like other portions of the prophecy, follow a remark- 
able structure. Here notice only one feature. Each 
letter closes with a message that relates to the con- 
summation of the age. The churches are conceived 
as covering not the lifetime of the members but rather 
the whole church age. In the first letter, to Ephesus, 
we have the crown of life mentioned and the second 
death; in Pergamum, we have the white stone, and 
upon the stone a new name written; in Thyatira, we 
have the saints ruling with a rod of iron and receiv- 
ing the morning star; in Sardis, we have the over- 
comers arrayed in white garments and their names 


not blotted out of the book of life; ‘in the letter to 


the church at Philadelphia we have the overcomers 
in the temple of God: “And I will write upon him 
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 
God, the new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my , and mine own new name”; 
‘fn the letter to Laodicea we have: “He that over- 
cometh, I will give to him to sit down with me in 
my throne, as I also overcame, and sat down with my 
Father in his throne.” It will be seen that these, ref- 
{ erences could not .be understood except in connection 


with the whole prophecy. The letters, like all, else: 


>in the book, point forward to the great consummation. 


There are, among others, three important. features - 


of Revelation on which interpreters have divided. One 
“is the identification of the two beasts in the thir- 
teenth chapter. This thirteenth chapter pictures a 
beast coming up out of the sea with ten horns. and 
seven heads, a beast that had features like a leopard, 
a bear, a lion, that is the combination of Daniel’s four 
beasts. “And the dragon gave him his power, and his 
throne, and great authority.” One of the heads of 
-the beast has a death stroke which is healed. The 
whole world worships the beast. Another beast who 
is later called the False Prophet causes all men to 
worship the first beast out of the sea. This picture 
recalls in such a startling way the truth of God the 
Father who gave all his authority to his Son, and the 
Holy Spirit who causes all to worship the Son, that 
it can scarcely be doubted that we have here Satan’s 
attempted imitation of God, of the resurrection. If 
this is so, the beast out of the sea is Satan’s king, the 
Antichrist, the great superman and world conqueror, 
the one who opposes-Christ and who is offered to men 
in place of God’s Christ whom they have rejected. 
This dread figure is Daniel’s king of fierce countenance 
and Paul’s Man of Sin, the incarnation of Satan. 
The False Prophet may become the head of apostate 
Christendom, and his work is to set forth the Anti- 
christ and cause all to worship him. 

The second feature is the problem of the great 
tribulation. It will help if we clearly distinguish three 
things: first, the tribulation to which Christians are 
appointed all through this age; second, the great tribu- 
lation which is specifically called “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble,” a tribulation which is the persecution by the 
Antichrist; and third, the wrath of God, which means 
God’s direct judgments poured out upon the Antichrist 
and his throne and upon a Christ-rejecting world. 
Some prophetic teachers hold that the saints are caught 
up to be with Christ before the revelation of Anti- 
christ, that is at the beginning of the final seven year 
period. The great tribulation evidently comes “in 
the midst of the week,” that is, during the second 
three and a half years or forty-two months. Other 
interpreters believe that the Church is caught up in 
the midst of the seven years, and still others believe 
that the Church is caught away just before the final 
outpouring of the wrath of God. It would be well 
for earnest students of prophecy not to allow such 
differences as this to hinder that open-hearted seeking 
after the truth that will result in further light upon 
questions that are still obscure. 


A third difficulty, and the one that has hindered 
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many earnest Christians from seeing the truth of 
the pre-millennial’ coming of Christ, is the prophecy 
concerning the first resurrection, te. be followed by a 
thousand years, at the end of which the rest of ‘the 
dead are raised. This statement in the twentieth chap- 
ter of Revelation is so clear that all attempts to inter- 
pret in any other way than in the plain meaning of the 
words have proved unsatisfactory, not to say abortive. 
John evidently sees three classes of people, those sit- 
ting upon the throne, representing all believers who 
are to reign with Christ, the souls of those who had 
been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and those 
who were living at the time of Antichrist but who did 
not worship the beast nor receive his mark: “And 
they lived, and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
The rest of the dead lived not until the thousand years 
should be finished. This is the first resurrection” 
(20:4, 5). It is objected that this is the only Scrip- 
ture that plainly states the truth. But one Scripture 
is enough. Not only so, but the method of Scripture 
throughout is to make new revelations that fit perfectly 
with what has been revealed before, but which give 
entirely new light upon the previous revelation. (Such 
is the revelation through Paul in 1 Thessalonians con- 
cerning the rapture of the saints. It is the first and 
only time that this is stated in so many words in 
Scripture.) Peter and Paul both refer to the coming 
of Christ in glory and the pouring out of the wrath 
of God as though they occur together, just as the Old 
Testament prophets propnesied the first and second 
comings of Christ as though there was no period be- 
tween. In both cases it is not a contradiction te have 
a later revelation showing that a long period intervenes 
between the two events. 

The completion of our personal redemption takes 
place at the coming of our Lord, at the beginning of 
the thousand years. But the completion of redemp- 
tion and the. final conquering of death does not take 
place until the final defeat of Satan at the end of 
the thousand years. Then comes the vision of the 
new heaven and the new earth and the culmination of 
God’s plan when he is dwelling in the midst of his 
people here upon the new earth. 

And now a final suggestion for the study of the 
book and for entering into its promise. The great cen- 
tral feature of all the sixty-six books is the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself. Here in the last book Christ is re- 
vealed in all his glory. Read through the book again 
and again with the single aim of seeing the Lord. 
His glory will flood our beings, and we shall have a 
new foretaste of what awaits us. when we see him 
face to. face. 

Cotumszia, S. C, 
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The Blessing of Bible Memorizing 
“ EMORIZE the Bible if you want to be blessed 
and »be a~ blessing,” declared Dr. James M. 
Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute. 

Many people in various lands have received great 
blessing for years past by learning a verse of Scrip- 
ture each day according to the plan of the Bible Suc- 
cess Band. This movement was started in 1907 by 
Mrs. E. A. R. Davis. Each year an attractive booklet 
is issued containing the list of Bible verses to be 
learned during the ensuing twelve-months. The covers 
of the booklet are lithographed in color, and for many 
years have been drawn for the movement by Miss 
E. Hope Lucas of Cambridge, England. 

The booklets are sold at a very low price so that 
as many as possible may be induced to gain the bless- 
ing and benefit that comes from memorizing the Word 
of God. The annual booklets make ideal and inex- 
pensive Christmas gifts for Sunday-school and Bible 
classes and the like. 

The message for the 1932 booklet on the value of 
memorizing Scripture has been written for the move- 
ment by Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, whose sermons are 
broadcast over the radio. The booklet also contains 
two hymns, words and music, by Robert Harkness ; 
and a poem written especially for the Band by the 
late Fanny Crosby. : 

The late Dr. W. H. Fitchett, one of the foremost 
Christian teachers of Australia, made it a habit when 
at home to rise early in the morning to memorize 
Scripture. In speaking of the blessing that comes from 
hiding God’s Word in the heart, Dr. Fitchett said: 

“If every Christian — man or woman, boy or girl — 
would, as a matter of settled plan, commit to memory 
some passages of the Bible every day, these would 
constitute not only an ever-growing and ever-enduring 
treasure, but an ever-multiplying Spiritual force; an 
ever-intensifying and widening radiance lighting up the 
whole life.” 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, in a message written for the 
Band a number of years ago, said: “Before I was 
ten years of age I had committed whole chapters of 
the Bible to memory, and since my conversion I have 
made a practice of committing it systematically. I 
attribute the joyous Christian experience I have always 
had largely to the fact that I have stored my mind 
with the very words of Scripture.”  . 

The prices of the 1932 booklet are as follows: 5 
cents a copy, postpaid; 50 cénts a dozen; $2-for 50; 
$3.50 for 100 copies. The booklets may be secured 
from George T. B. Davis, 1505 Race Street, Phila- 
delphia. 








Keeping a Whole Quarter’s Lessons in Mind 


Acrostics and charts as aids to memory 





By Leslie E. Dunkin 








UR Sunday-school class receives the- greatest 
benefit from the Quarter’s lessons when we go 
step by step throygh the various phases of the larger 
unit, rather than wandering blindly through the. many 
varied suggestions that arise with each different lesson. 
My first task, as teacher, with each Quarter is 
to look ahead, before beginning the new group of 
lessons, to find the central thought running through 
the three months. This may be found in the general 
subject for the Quarter’s work or it may have to be 
thought out from the various titles or key verses. 
My immediate class is kept in mind in the selection 
of the central thought. A brief theme subject is used 
to express this central thought. 

Closely connected with this first task is that of 
having a general idea of the part each lesson will 
have in the one central thought. This is particularly 
necessary in the preparation of an illustrative way to 
present the Quarter’s work and especially the review 
period for that time. This general knowledge of all 
the lessons before the Quarter begins helps to avoid 
unnecessary repetition in the presentation of the les- 
sons. The teacher’s time is very limited before the 
class, ‘so each minute must ‘count effectively with the 
members of the group. 

Many different: ways for illustrating the Quarter 
as ‘a: whole are availabie for we. The general subject 
for the Quarter’s study may suggest an attractive new 
plan. The class to be taught might help to determine 
the best kind of method. Variety in this helps to 
keep it interesting. 

The acrostic is used for some Quarters. The word 
or words in the acrostic will help to foctis attention 
on the general thought for the’ Quarter, while ‘each 
of the twelve statements or words strike the keynote 
for the twelve lessons in their order. For example, 
an acrostic of “Paul a Servant” is being used in the 
last Quarter for 1931. The lessons have the following 
keynotes in their reguiar order: P-lastic in God’s 
hand, A-lways for the Lord, U-sing God’s Word, 
L-oyal to the Lord; A-cceptable before God; S-uccess- 


ful with Christ, E-nduring for Christ’s sake, R-eady 
to witness, V-oicing others’ needs, A-nxious about 
nothing, N-aming Jesus as the Christ, T-rained in love. 

wheel with twelve spokes is quite effective .in 
illustrating the. Quarter’s work as a unified message. 
Each spoke will contain the keynote for one of the 
Sunday’s lessons in respective order. The hub of the 
wheel can represent the individual, the class, or some 
other person with the rim representing the world about 
that one. Possibly the ‘hub can represent God or Jesus 
Christ, with the rim being’ the individual or the class. 

A foundation or a complete structure is quite ef- 
fective in illustrating the Quarter’s work as a unified 
message. With the foundation plan, each lesson can 
represent a vital stone in the complete foundation. 
With the structure plan — such as a house or a church 
building — each lesson can represent some suitable part 
of this. The acrostic plan might be combined. with 
this way for presenting the Quarter’s lessons. The 
thought of the keynote can help suggest to what part 
of the structure* that lesson is best adapted. 

A man can be used to illustrate the Quarter’s work 
as a_ unified message. The man can be labeled the 
central thouglt of the Quarter’s work. Each -lesson 
can be assigned to some part of the man’s figure — 
such as an arm, a foot, the ‘head, and the heart. The 
keynote for the lesson can help to suggest what part 
of the man’s figure it is best adapted to represent. 
The scheme for the Quarter can be enlarged upon in 
the review discussion by adding a foundation upon 
which the man will stand, and possibly adding some- 
thing ahead or about him toward which he is looking. 

As each lesson is given the final preparations before 
going before the class, as much as possible all the 
various lines of. thought suggested from the Scrip- 
ture passage are tied up to the keynote for that lesson 
as found in the view of the entire Quarter. This helps 
to guard against wandering aimlessly along several 
different lines of thought without leaving one definite 
thought in the minds of the class members. This 
keynote is stated ‘so that each member of the group 
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Lesson for December 13 


can make the applications to his or her own life 
experiences. 

With a keynote for each lesson, a brief review of 
the previous Sunday’s lesson can be made. If thought 
best the review can be extended back over several 
previous lessons without taking too much time from 
the immediate lesson. In this way, if afy class mem- 
ber has been absent the previous Sunday, the complete 
thought .for the entire Quarter will not be. entirely 
broken by an absence for a Sunday. Then, too, it 
helps to fix the minds of the busy class members 
on the unified thought for the Quarter without having 
to use any of the immediate lessons to realize this. 

A valuable by-product of going step by step through 
the Quarter’s lessons is a more regular and a larger 
attendance of the class members. Once the class 
members are started in the Quarter’s work they do 
not want to miss any Sunday’s lesson. 

Having come step by step to the Review lesson, we 
have lost all the dread that often appears when coming 
to the close of the Quarter’s lessons. We are sur- 
prised rather than greatly relieved when the class time 
is brought to a close on Review Sunday. However, 
the closing bell does not catch us only about half 
way through the review of the lessons for the Quarter. 
By quickly fetracing our steps through the past Quar- 
ter’s work we get a complete and satisfactory view of 
it, which represents substantial spiritual growth from 
the lessons for the class group. 

Futton, Inp. 


‘A Bible Alphabet from the Life of Paul 
| By Faith R. Williams , 
A Put his hands on blind Paul’s eyes (Ananias— 


Acts’ 9:17). 
B Paul’s traveling companion (Barnabas — Acts 13: 


' 


2). 

€ The town where Crispus was saved (Corinth— 
Acts 18:8). 

D The city near which Paul met Jesus (Damascus — 

' —Acts 22:6-8). 

E The city in which they cried: “Great is Diana of 
the Ephesians” (Ephesus — Acts 19: 26-28). 

F The governor who trembled at Paul’s testimony 
(Felix — Acts 24; 35)- 

G The teacher at “whose feet Paul studied (Gamaliel 
— Acts 22: 3). 

H Paul’s nationality (Hebrew — Phil. 3:5). 

I Town from which Paul fled to ayoid stoning 

, (Iconium — Acts 14: 1-6). 

J The city where he was arrested and preached on 
the castle stairs (Jerusalem — Acts 21:17, 33,40). 

K The king before whom Paul, a prisoner, witnessed 
for Christ (King Agrippa— Acts 26:1, 22, 23). 

L Paul’s physician companion (Luke — Col. 4 : 14). 

M The island reached after the shipwreck (Melita — 
Acts 28:1). 

N The lad who informed Paul of the plot to kill him 
(Nephew — Acts 23: 16). 

O The runaway slave whom Paul led to Christ 
(Onesimus — Philem. 10). 

P The city in which he had his first European convert 
(Philippi— Acts 16: 12-15). 

Q A brother of Christ (Quartus — Rom. 16: 23). 

R The city in which Paul met imprisonment and death 
(Rome — Acts 28: 16). , 

S Another missionary companion (Silas— Acts 15: 


40). 

T° Paul’s young friend (Timothy — Acts 16: 1-3). 

U A helper in Christ (Urbane— Rom. 16:9). 

V A beast which hung on Paul’s hand on the island 
of Melita (Viper — Acts 28:3). 

W Against which Paul worked before his conversion 
(“This way” — Acts 9:2). 

X Seven sons of Sceva (eXorcists — Acts 19: 13, 14). 

Y The sort of life Paul lived (Yielded — Phil. 1: 21; 


3:7). 
Z With which he persecuted the Christians (Zeal — 
Phil. 3:6). 
Cotumpszia, S. C. 
we 


Spreading the Word among Students 
By Willard M. Aldrich 


: A PALE green sedan with the testimony “Christ 

Died for Our Sins,” emblazoned on its back, and 
the sign, “The Scripture Distribution Society, a stu- 
dent movement, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois,” 
inside the rear side-windows, was parked on the streets 
of New York City. Men paused, read the signs and 
passed on. Presently the owners came out of a 
near-by building, saw the curious bystanders and 
passed out Gospels of John to them. One young man 
of about twenty-five years came over to the car and 
the two young men inside engaged him in conver- 
sation. They inquired about his soul’s salvation, and 
he parried with the question of whether or not a man 
could really live the Christian life and compete for a 
livelihood with business men in New York City. It 
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began to rain, so the two asked the one to jump into 
the car. He did, and he was told that to accept Christ 
as one’s Saviour was to invite a living Person to 
come into his life and that He not only saved from the 
penalty of sin but gave the power to overcome present 
temptations. Finally, the young man gave his hand in 
a firm grasp in answer to the challenge, “Will you 
accept Christ as your personal Saviour?” 

This is one of the experiences that Carl E, Ander- 
son and the writer, representing the Scripture Distri- 
bution Society, had while on an extension tour this 
past summer, in the furtherance of the organization’s 
plans to evangelize the undergraduate student world 
of America by giving to each a Gospel of John. They 
traveled about seven thousand miles in the states lying 
between Chicago, Detroit, Boston, New York City, 
Philadelphia, Washington, D. C., and Buffalo, speak- 
ing in Bible conferences and churches, interviewing 
individuals, exposing the anti-Christian doctrines taught 
in the large universities and colleges of the land, and 
urging support of Scripture distribution as a means of 
counteracting these doctrines and of bringing men to 
Christ. 

Many will remember this organization as the one 
which last fall gave out 110,000 Gospels in the vicin- 
ity of Chicago to football fans, and later. sent out 
25,000 through the mail to university students, The 
same program will be followed this fall with special 
emphasis on mailing out the Gospels, inasmuch as this 
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method guarantees coveririg etitire student bodies wih 
nearly 100 per cent efficiency, 

In Washington, D. C., the young travelers were 
accosted by a man begging for a dime with which to 
buy a drink. He was at the time half intoxicated, but 
was honest enough to admit that it was drink for 
which he wanted the money. In the conversation that 
followed he professed to be a college graduate and the 
son of a godly Christian mother, and though with 
apparently all the earnestness of his soul he wanted 
to accept Christ as his Saviour, yet he said he could 
not honestly believe. How much the teachings of the 
university he attended influenced him the conversation 
did not disclose. But the fact remains that the direct 
teachings and indirect insinuations made against the 
Bible by the professors of the large universities, and 
even of the majority of the so-called Christian colleges, 
make belief in the Bible and in Jesus Christ seem im- 
possible. 

With the confidence that the “entrance of thy words 
giveth light,” the Scripture Distribution Society seeks 
to send to each university undergraduate in America 
a Gospel-of John that the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ may bring salvation to many. Will 
you ‘pray the Lord’s blessing upon this work? And 
should you wish to ‘share in it, send: your gifts to 
Everett Palmer, treasurer, Scripture Distribution So- 
ciety, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl. 


Tacoma, Wasa. 
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The Sunday School Times Lesson Cartoons 
Now Available as Posters and Tracts 




















6"T’HOSE wonderful lesson cartoons by Dr. Pace! 
Isn’t it possible to secure them in large poster 
form?” 

This urgent question has been coming repeatedly 
to THE SunpAy ScuHoot TIMEs, in various forms, 
ever since 1917 when the Lesson Cartoons first:ap- 
peared. Schools, churches, and individuals have at- 
tempted to meet the need in a limited. way, but now 
for the first time these famous cartoon-sermons, known 
the world around, are available for popular use in 
large poster form, printed on good paper, 16 by 20 
inches in size. 

Dr. Pace has been doing this work exclusively for 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times for almost fifteen years, 
having drawn over 750 cartoons. The very best of 
these, carrying the strongest possible evangelistic mes- 
sage, are now being brought out as posters for use on 
church bulletin boards, wayside pulpits, in Bible classes, 
Christian Endeavor Societies, and wherever a poster 
can be placed. 

For many years in the old Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
building on Walnut Street, Philadelphia, the Lesson 
Cartoon was placed each week in a frame in a win- 
dow facing the street. Men and women passing by 
would pause and study, often long and thoughtfully, 
the clear, true message portrayed. Where a cartoon 
has been placed in other store windows or show cases 
thousands have stopped and examined the picture and 
gone thoughtfully away. A Christian storekeeper can 
quietly give a message or testimony in this way that 
has far-reaching effect. 

A Christian physician could have a frame and easel 
with one of these posters in his waiting room, changing 
the cartoon from time to time; it would bring a grip- 
ping message, the more effective because of its silence 
and the necessary time of quiet thought when it can 
be studied. 

There are many other suggestions for uses to which 
these poster cartoons may be put by those who would 
“sow beside all waters.” The Gospel message can 
be brought before the eyes of thousands who never 
enter a church. 

The poster cartoons are now issued on a subscrip- 
tion basis, published for each week of the year. An 
annual subscription for the fifty-two posters for the 
year is $20; an every-other-week service that provides 
26 posters is $10. Payments can be made in easy 
monthly installments, with a discount for cash in ad- 
vance with order. A handsome easel display frame is 
furnished with each annual subscription and becomes 
the property of the subscriber. Bible Institutes, 
churches, Bible classes, missions, Gospel Centers, and 
business and professional men subscribed for the service 
within the first month. 

The cartoons are in logical order, No. 1 naturally 
leading to No. 2, which will suggest No. 3, and so on. 
There are carefully arranged series of Biblical truth, 
covering sin, warning to the unsaved, the certainty of 
God’s judgment, the Scriptures as the only source of 
wisdom and salvation, the cross, and other themes. 
There is no attempt to adjust the poster cartoons to 
the current Sunday-school lessons in this series, which 
has a different purpose. 

But there is also a Series No. 2 which has been 








prepared especially for Sunday-school workers. These 
are poster carioons illustrating the central truth of the 
current Sunday-school lessons, simultaneously with 
their. appearance in THe SuNnpay Scuoot Times, and 
suitable for display in Sunday-school. and classrooms. 
There is a poster for each Sunday in the year, and 
they will be mailed in advance so as to provide ample 
time for preparation in connection with the lesson. 
The easel display frames are loaned, to be returned 
at the expiration of the subscription. Contracts may 
be made for the cartoons by the quarter or by the 
year. The quarterly service charge is $3; the annual 
subscription $12. Payments may be made quarterly 
or semi-annually. In this Series, No. 2, the cartoons 
may be purchased, after the Sunday for which they 
are intended, at 25 cents each or $2.40 a dozen. 

It is also the purpose to issue these cartoons in 
poster form for use on the mission field with the 
wording in Spanish, French, Portuguese, and other 
languages. Occasionally cartoons have been translated 
into Chinese, Spanish, French, and Flemish, but it is 
hoped to enlarge this ministry greatly. A missionary 
writes: “I have found nothing quite the equal of 
Pace’s cartoons in my mission work among the Apache 
Indians.” 

In addition to the issuance of cartoons as posters, a 
series of Pace Cartoon Tracts has been published and 
others are to follow. On the reverse side the mes- 
sage of the picture is supplemented by brief and illumi- 
nating Scripture passages, more effective than any ex- 
planation that men could. make. In the first series 
there are sixteen tracts, numbered from 1 to 16 and 
following a natural sequence in the messages. Other 
series will soon be brought out until fifty or more of 
these tract cartoons will be available. They will be 
especially valuable for personal work and for teaching 
many phases of the Christian life. The Director of 
Practical Work and Soul-Winning in Moody Bible 
Institute says that the cartoon tracts which they have 
are the favorite means used by the students in getting 
out the Gospel. If some one with means and the de- 
sire to help could supply Bible Institute students with 
quantities of these tracts, multitudes of souls might be 
reached by these pictorial messages. 

A correspondent writes: “The Lesson Cartoons 
have immense moral and spiritual value. Could they 
not be printed on cards for use in a score of places ‘ 
and on many occasions? I should appreciate purchas- 
ing a set for use on my study desk. They might serve 
as a sedative to tired nerves, discouraged hearts, cast 
down spirits, and ambitionless moods.” 

The publishing of the Pace Cartoon Posters has been 
undertaken by an enterprising and consecrated adver- 
tising man under the name of the Gospel Truths Poster 
Service, 100% E. Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio. A 
challenging slogan has been taken from an acrostic on 
the initial letters of Gospel Truths Poster Service: 

Go 

T ell 

P erishing 

S inners f 

The Pace Cartoon Tracts also are issued by the 
Gospel Truths Poster Service, 25 cents per 100, or 
$2.50 per 1,000. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Revelation 1: 1 to 3: 22 


LESSON 11. DECEMBER 13. JOHN’S VISION ON PATMOS >. 


Golden Text.—Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth.—Revelation 1: 17, 18 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is 1 : 4-18 


KinG James VERSION 


1:4 John to the seven churches which 
are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from him which is, and which was, 
and which is to come; and from the seven 
Spirits which are before his throne; 

5s And trom Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, and the first begotten 
of the dead, and the prince of the kings 
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, : 

6 And hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of 
the earth shall wail because of him. Even 
so, Amen. 7 

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the. ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty. 

9 I John, who also am your brother, 
and companion in tribulation, and in, the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
was in the isle that is called Patmos, 
for the word o , and for the tes- 
timony of Jesus Christ. 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and heard behind me a great voice, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1: 4 John to the seven churches that 
are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, 
from him who is and who was and + who 
is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
that are before his throne; 5 and from 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful wit- 
ness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. Unto 
him that loveth us, and *loosed us from 
our sins *by his blood; 6 and he made 
us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto 
“Iris God and Father; to him be the glory 
and the dominion *for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they that pierced him; and all the tribes 
of the earth shall mourn over him. Even 
so, Amen. 

8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith 
the Lord God, * who is and who was and 
*who is to come, the Almighty. 

9 I John, your brother and partaker 
with you in the tribulation and kingdom 
and ‘patience which are in Jesus, was 
in the isle that is called -Patmos, for the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the rd’s 
day, and I heard behind me a great voice, 
as of a trumpet 11 saying, What thou 
seest, write in a book and send it to the 
seven churches: unto Ephesus, and unto 


7 Behold, he cometh with the - 
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the first and the last: and, What thou 
seest, write in a book, and send it unto 
the seven churches which are in Asia; 
unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and 
unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and 
unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and 
unto Laodicea. 


12 And I turned to see the voice that 
spake with me. And being turned, I 
saw seven golden candlesticks; 

13 And in the midst of the seven can- 
diesticks one like unto the Son of man, 
clothed with a garment down to the foot, 
and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. 

..14 His head and his hairs were white 
like wool, as white as snow; and his 
eyes were as a flame of fire; 

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, 
as if they burned in a furnace; and his 
voice as the sound of many waters. 

16 And he had in his right hand seven 
stars: and out of his mouth went a 
sharp twoedged sword: and his counte- 
nance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength. 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his 
feet as dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear 
not; I am the first and the last: 

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
— behold, I am alive for evermore, 

men ; 
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Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 12 And 
I turned to see the voice that spake 
with me. And having turned I saw 
seven golden *candlesticks; 13 and in 
the midst of the *candlesticks one like 
unto a son of man, clothed with a gar- 
ment down to the foot, and girt about 
at the breasts with a golden girdle. 14 
And his head and his hair were white 
as white wool, white as snow; and his 
eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 and his 
feet like unto burnished brass, as if it 
had been refined in a furnace; and his 
voice as the voice of many waters. 16 
And he had in his right hand seven stars: 
and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp 
two-edged sword: and his countenance 
was as the sun shineth in his strength. 
17 And when I saw him, I fell at his 
feet as one dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am 
the first and the last, 18 and the Living 
one; and I ® was dead, and behold, I am 
alive ® for evermore, and I have the keys 
of death and of Hades. 


2Or, who cometh. * Many author- 
ities, some ancient, read washed. Heb. 
92143 comp. ch. 7:14. *Gr., in. 
Or, God and his Father. *Gr., unto 
the ages of the ages. Many ancient 
authorities omit of the ages. *Or 
he who. 





as of a trumpet, 


1x Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, Thyatira, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O TEACH the pupils to expect to realize the 
presence of God under all circumstances. 


The Historical Setting 


The time of writing of the Revelation has been 
a matter of no small controversy. The argument is 
between those who favor an early date for the book 
and those -who favor a late one. Those who advance 
the former theory would place the persecution in the 
time of Nero or even of Claudius and would date 
the book accordingly; but the more satisfactory view 
is that it was written during ‘the persecution under 
the Emperor Domitian in the time of John’s extreme 
old age, that is about the year A. D. 95 or 96. 


Verse by Verse 


Revelation 1: 4.—The seven churches. The number 
seven in Scripture denotes completeness. Thus we 
have the seventh day as the completion of the week. 
So here the seven churches are used to represent the 
complete church, the church as a whole. 


(1) They were local and actual churches and their 
special needs and circumstances occasioned the writ- 
ing of these letters. 


(2) These particular seven were no doubt selected 
as exhibiting tendencies and characteristics that would 
be true of the church generally all through the age. 

(3) Therefore practically as well as typically they 
may be taken as representing the whole church. 

(4) The epistles addressed to them are arranged in 
an order that remarkably corresponds with the gen- 
eral characteristics of successive periods of Church 
history. 

Which are in Asia. This is the Roman province 
of that name. 

Which is to come. Note that this is not simply the 
future of the verb “to be.” The variation in expres- 
sion seems to refer to the coming of God into human 
history which is the theme of the book. 

The seven Spirits which are before his throne. This 
seems most naturally to refer to the Holy Spirit (cf. 
Isa. 11:2). 


Verse 5.—The faithful witness. The Lord Jesus is 
the faithful witness because he has revealed God to 
man (cf. John 1: 18). 

The first begotten of the dead. A few people had 
been raised from the dead before our Lord, or the 
three whom our Lord-himself raised from the dead 
during his earthly ministry (e. g., 1 Kings 17:21). 
But these all died again. These experienced resus- 
citation. Christ experienced resurrection. 

The prince of the kings of the earth. That which 


Smyrna, and unto Pergamum, and unto of dea 
and unto 


ardis, and unto 
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the Tempter held forth to Jesus on condition of wor- 
shiping him (Matt. 4:8) he has now attained by way 
of his humiliation unto death. He is the prince on 
the ground of his death and resurrection. 

Verse 6.—Kings and priests. The term priests is 
used in the New Testament in three connections: (1) 
of Jewish priests in the Gospels and Acts;:(2) of 
heathen priests in the Acts, and (3) of Christian 
priests. There are five occurrences of the word in this 
sense (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6). In 
each of these five instances the word is used not with 
reference to the ministers of the church but to all 
Christians. Every believer is a priest not by human 
ordination, but by divine appointment. Every elder is 
a priest, but not every priest is an elder. 

Verse 8—Alpha and Omego. These are the names 
of the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
The Jewish rabbis similarly used the first and last 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet to signify totality or 
infinity. : 

Verse 9.—Patience of Jesus Christ. Better “in Jesus 
Christ.” Compare Paul’s favorite expression “in 
Christ.” The whole life of the Christian, whether he 
suffers or reigns or waits, is in union with the Lord 
Jesus. 

_ 1... was in the isle. Literally, “I became in the 
isle,” that is, “I found myself there,” not as a traveler 
or a visitor but as an exile. 





In the Spirit 
By Amos R. Wells 


OHN was in the Spirit on the day of the Lord; 

John beheld the Saviour with His terrible sharp 

sword; John beheld the splendor of the Infinite 
Word; so may we see him today. John beheld the 
Saviour, and his face was as the sun; John saw the 
eyes of the Omnipotent One; John heard his voice 
as the mighty waters run; s0 may we hear him 
today. = was overcome by the awful sound; 
John fell before him, his face on the ground; John 
fell and fainted in a deadly swound; so may we 
fear him today. John received his comfort, and 
rejoiced to hear; heard his tender bidding that he 
should not fear; felt his loving presence of sustaining 
cheer; so may we feel him today. John was told 
to listen, and then to write, passing on the wonders 
of his opened sight, passing on the splendors of the 
heavenly light; so may we tell them today. John’s 
revelation was supremely great; one will come to 
us, if in faith we wait; our revelation we must bold- 
ly relate; so will Jesus aid us today. 





and have the keys of hell and 








7Or, stedfastness. ®Gr., 
lampstands, °Gr., became. Gr., 
unto the ages of the ages. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


Patmos. This island lies in the Icarian Sea between 
Icaria and Leros. It is dbout forty miles southwest 
from Miletus. It was the first or last stopping place 
of the traveler on his way from Ephesus to Rome or 
from Rome to Ephesus. The island forms a crescent 
with its horns facing eastward. It is about ten miles 
long from north to south, and about six miles broad 
along its northern end. The coast line is so deeply 
indented that it: measures quite thirty-seven miles. The 
island consists of three main masses of volcanic hills 
which rise to a height of 800 feet. 


Verse 10—I was in the Spirit. Literally, “I be- 
came in the Spirit.” To be in the Spirit is‘the normal 
condition of Christians in contrast to being in the 
flesh (Rom. 8:9), but to become in the Spirit denotes 
the exaltation of the prophet under the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost (cf. Ezek. 37:1). 

The Lord’s day. One of the earliest Christian terms 
used for Sunday, the first day of the week. ‘The exile 
of Patmos shut out from the weekly breaking of bread 
in the ass@mbly at Ephesus yet John finds the Lord’s 
presence in his solitude. 


Verse 11.—Ephesus. The metropolis of the Roman 
province of Asia. It stood about three miles from the 
sea on the river Cayster. The valley of the Mzander 
was fairly accessible to Ephesus over a pass six hun- 
dred feet high. This valley formed one of the great 
natural roads to the interior. 

Smyrna. This is an ancient city at the head of a 
gulf which runs up about thirty miles inland. In Ro- 
man times it was perhaps the most brilliant and splen- 
did of the cities of Asia. The Jews in Smyrna were 
always bitterly hostile to the church. In A. D. 155 
the aged Bishop Polycarp was burned to death at the 
instigation of the Jews. 

Pergamos. This town was sometimes called Per- 
gamum. It lay about fifteen miles up the Caicus val- 
ley from the sea, and stood about three miles from 
the river which was navigable for the small ships of 
ancient times. - Accounts of the city have been found 
dating back to 420 B. C. In Roman times it was the 
capital of the province of Asia. This is probably the 
errr egg of the reference to “Satan’s seat” (Rev. 
2:13). 

Thyatira. This was a wealthy city in the northern 
part of Lydia. Its importance began when it was 
refounded with a colony of Macedonians in 300 B. C. 
It stood in the open fertile valley of the Lycus. The 
guild of dyers is mentioned in several inscriptions. 
Lydia was a member of this guild (Acts 16:14). The 
modern town of’ Ak Hissar occupies approximately 
the site of Thyatira. The purple of Thyatira is the 
modern Turkey red which is still famous in the car- 
pet industry. 

Sardis was the capital of Lydia, prior to 549 B. C. 
When the Revelation was written Sardis, though still 
a place of importance, was essentially a town of the 
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past. The words addressed to the Church in Sardis 
in “Revelation 3:1 are -si ly appropriate to the 
history of the town. , ; 

Philadelphia is twenty-eight miles from Sardis and 
105 from Smyrna by railway. It was on the direct 
road from Smyrna to the cities of northern Phrygia. 
This circumstance perhaps explains the reference to 
the “open door” (3:8). 

Laodicea was one of the three cities of the Lycus 
valley; all of which were famous-for their salt springs. 
It was only six miles from Hierapolis and eleven from 
Colosse. ‘Reference -to the ~medicinal springs 1s “to 
be found in Revelation 3:15, 16. 


Verse 13—The Son of man. There is no definie 
article—it is “a son of man,” but that it means the 
Lord Jesus is clear from the context. 


Verse 14.—For the description compare Daniel 7: 
9 and Psalm 147:16. It is noteworthy that the de- 
scription in Daniel is applied to God the Father, while 
here it is applied to God the Son. Q 

His eyes were as a flame of fire. The penetrating 
glance that flashed with quick intelligence and when 
need arose with righteous wrath was noticed by those 
who were with our Lord in the days of his flesh 
(Mark 3:5). 

Verse 16.—A sharp twoedged sword. Compare Isa- 
jah 11:4 and Hebrews 4: 12. 


Verse 18—I ... was dead. Literally, “I became 
dead.” Note the strong antithesis. The living one be- 
came dead. 

The keys of hell and of death. In the other world 
as well as in this our Lord holds supreme sway. That 
is a strong word of consolation to bereaved and trou- 
bled hearts. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. Privilege and trial. 
Forgiven sinner. 
Beloved disciple. 
Inspired apostle. 
Yet an exile. 


2. Trial and compensation. An exile with Christ. 


3. Compensation and responsibility. The revelation 
of Christ, a trust for others. 


Golden Topics 


1. The exile and, his Lord. Compare the circum- 
stances of Ezekiel. Both to Ezekiel and to John the 
fullest revelation of God came in exile. The more 
difficult things are for the child of God, the more 
surely he may count on God 


2. The revelation was not for John’s own benefit 
only. It was to be passed on. “Write [it] in a book” 
(1:11). All blessing is a trust for others, not merely 
for one’s own selfish enjoyment. 


3. Christ holding the stars in his hand. Whatever 
else this means it does not come within the scope of 
the present lesson. It certainly implies that he holds 
the individual Christian in his hand. Here is the 
oa security for the child of God. God has hold 
of him. 


4. Note the attributes of deity which are applied in 
this passage to the Lord Jesus. 


TuUNBRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an_ Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have yow tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


OTICE the title of the last book in your Bible. 
Whose revelation is it said to be? Now look at 
Revelation 1:1. Whose revelation is it? 

2. What divisions of the Revelation are clearly indi- 
cated in its own first chapter? 

3. What is promised to those who hear and heed the 
prophecy in Revelation? 

4. What words of our Lord’s are echoed in Revelation 
1:7? 

5. What is meant by the word “patience” in this text? 

6. What is meant by John’s statement that he was “in 
the Spirit’? 

7. Whose language did John evidently borrow in Reve- 
lation 1:15? 

8. Quote a verse of Scripture suggested by the mention 
of “sharp twoedged sword” that proceeded from the mouth 
of the Lord. 

9. What book of the Bible reveals the nature of the 
ascended Christ as the Revelation reveals his outward 
appearance and actions? 

10. What Old Testament book is sometimes called the 
Apocalypse of the Old Testament, because of the striking 
similarity in style and treatment to the Revelation? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
- year-may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

Macedonian Call. 

Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 15 : 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3. October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Borcea. 

Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12 

4. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor, 13 
5. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 

Gal, 5: 13-26; Rom. 13 : 1-14 

8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 


1. October 4.—The 


6. November 


7. November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 
8. November 22—Paul in Rome. Acts 25: 1-12; 28 : 16-30. 
9. November 29.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon, ....Philemon 


10. December 6.—Rome and Beyond. 
Romans 15 : 22-29; 2 Timothy 4 : 6-18; Titus 1 : 5-16; 3 : 11-14 
11. December 13.—John’s Vision on Patmos. 
Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 
12. December 20.—The Supreme Gift of Love. 
(Christmas Lesson.) 1 John 4: 7-19 
13. December 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Europe. 
First Quarter 
1. January 3..-The Son of God Becomes Man ..John 1 : 1-18 
2 January 10.—The First Disciples ............ John 1 : 19-51 
3 January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus ........ John 3: 1-a1 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. 
John 4: 1-42 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds the Multitude ..John 6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—The Slavery of Sin (Temperance 
Les80m) ..ciccvcvccccccvcccccccvccccccsoeees John 8: 31-36 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Politeness.—The seven churches which are in Asia: 
Grace be unto you, and poses, from him .. . which is 
to come (Rev. 1:4). ave you noticed how polite 
the New Testament writers always are? Gracious. 
Perfect gentlemen. And courtesy begets courtesy 
(Acts 28:7; 1 Pet. 3:8). We moderns can learn 
a little bit. When you read Carlyle’s “Life of Crom- 
well” you will be struck by the absence of all the 
nice and gentle salutations of the Bible writers. If 
Cromwell had been writing to me he would never 
dream of putting at the head of his letter 3 John 1-4, 
but would have written, “William of the Ridge Way, 
These :” —just like the swish of a whip, and then 
whatever it was about I’d get it as plain as day and 
straight from the shoulder. It was no time of the 
gentle hand and polite phrase. There were no Easter 
cards, Christmas trees, or hanging up stockings for 
Old Santa. In 1690 this was considered a part of 
popery, and the soldiers were called “Old Ironsides,” 
and parents named their babies “Praise God Bare- 
bones.” To be sure the epistolary bowing and scrap- 
ing is often only a nice gesture. Even our food, how- 
ever good, seems to taste better when garnished with 
green and served over perfect napery on fine china, 
with bright silver and sparkling glass. This is how 
the letter writers of the New Testament set the table. 
And how we all enjoy it to this very day. It is a fine 
accomplishment to know how to write a “nice letter.” 
About the coldest thing on earth, next to liquid air, 
is the average American business letter — “Dear Sirs,” 
or “Gentleman,” or just “Sirs.” They wind up “Yours, 
etc.” When one comes from across the sea it is apt to 
open, “Respected Gentlemen,” or “My dear Sirs,” and 
close, “I beg to remain, my dear sir, your most obedi- 
ent servant George Washington,” which was how they 
did it in America in George’s day, when letter writing 
was a fine art and a thing to take pains with. So you 
see dear Old John was a gentleman to the end. 


The Clouds.—Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him... . Even so, Amen (v. 7). 
Paul knew al! about this also. “Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them IN THE CLOUDS, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 
4:15-17). There are two spectacles that transcend 
all other earthly beauties. Sunrise is one. Sunset is 
the other. For these glories just two of God’s crea- 
tions are responsible. The Sun. The Clouds. Per- 
sonally, my habits are such that I do not know much 
about the sunrise. Those who go to Switzerland are 
either speechless or eloquent over the sunrises amid 
the Alps. But I do know sunsets, and there have 
been times I have gazed speechless at the glory of them. 
I have at times been eloquent as I have fancied that 
when the Lord Jesus comes it will be in some such 
glory. Some of the old painters have tried to picture 
this glory but all Lave fallen short. Turner might 
have been able to do it if besides his art and his 
pigments he had had some of the spirit of the Lord 
Jesus. Over a door in my bedroom I have framed 
in a line five of Turner’s small water color prints 
which are wonderful pictures of “The Harbors of 
England.” In these he has put down in lovely colors 
the glorious cloud effects he has been able to see. 
As I lie in bed and cast my eye upon these little 
eight by ten prints I like to imagine my Lord coming 
for mie in just such glory. I can say from the heart, 
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with John, “Even so, Amen.” It.is worth a whole 
lot to be premillennialist just to be able to appreciate 
the beauty and splendor of the cloud vestments in 
which the Saviour we are looking for is going to 
come. God hangs them up there in the windows of 
heaven for us all to see—like the bridal outfit I 
have just seen in Marshall Field and Company’s great 
windows here in Chicago. 


“The Lord’s Day.”—I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of 
a trumpet, saying, ... What thou seest, write in a book 
(v. 10). There are great things for every one of 
God’s children in the Lord’s Day if they will take 
advantage of them. Two of these are happiness and 
joy. And sometimes it almost seems there are voices. 
But let us talk about Joy and Happiness. I have 
been one of those to whom for many years the Lord’s 
Day has been the most blessed and most happy day 
of all the week. This is because on the Lord’s Day 
I have occupied myself entirely with the Lord’s busi- 
ness. Twenty-four years ago Editor Trumbull found 
me sitting in the Sunday-school game morning and 
afternoon. He had me come and sit in this Corner. 
Because I was a melter of iron, one of a little prayer 
group the Editor and I belonged to, just for fun, used 
to call me, “Billy the Iron Master.” The Editor has 
been pleased to keep up the fun. So lots of folks have 
put me in the same class as Carnegie, Schwab, and 
the other multimillionaires among the “steel barons.” 
Consequently, I am on the list of “good prospects,” and 
my mails are packed. They push my button and camp 
on my doorstep all with outstretched hand for all 
sorts of enterprises, both good, doubtful, and bad. 
Would that I could help all the good things that come 
and live up to expectations. However, while I am 
not in the same class as the “steel barons” yet I know 
a lot of them, and I can tell you, my boy, not one of 
them, fine fellows as they are, have a fraction of the 
fun in the game their millions play as I have in the 
Sunday-school game. The Sunday-school game is one 
the Pennsylvania Blue Law does not forbid. Nothing 
but good is connected with the Lord’s Day. Always 
a day of “trumpets” with those in the Spirit. Behold 
the Lord’s Day honoring nations, Lord’s Day honoring 
families, Lord’s Day honoring individuals (Isa. 58: 
13, 14). 

CoaTEsvILux, Pa. a 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MarTertaL: Seven gilded candlesticks with 
gilded candles, set in a semicircle on the table. 











Wy BAT a dazzling vision John had! No wonder 
he fell as one dead. First he heard the great 
voice, and when he turned to see the voice, he saw 
seven golden candlesticks, and in the midst stood one 
like unto the Son of man. 

I believe we will see Christ standing thus again 
when he judges his Church. Each one of these golden 
candlesticks represented a church of that day, and 


.Christ judged each one, pointing out their faults and 


commending their good works. And each church was 
given a special promise to those who overcome. There 
is only one way to overcome: “And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony.” 

Can you claim any of these promises? 
an overcomer ? 

If these candlesticks represented your church and 
mine, what would the judgment of Christ be? 

If Christ came today, what could he commend in 
your church or mine? What would he be obliged to 
condemn and judge? 

What of your own life, would your works stand 
the fire test? _ 


Mopesto, Cat, 


Are you 


we 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first, 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times thrée 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text imdicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also. 


The Hopelessness of an Example.—Loosed us from 
our sins by his blood (Rey. 1:5, R. V.). “Dr. Joseph 
Parker, on one occasion, referred to the Unitarian con- 
ception of Jesus Christ as a great example only, and 
then went on to say: “We have been to hear Pade- 
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rewski play. It was wonderful, superb, 
magnificent. Then we went home and 
looked at the piano. We would have 
sold it to the first man who would have 
been fool enough to buy it. That is the 
effect of your great examples upon us. 
I want not only a great example but a 
great Saviour, One who'can deliver me 
from my weakness and my sins.” To fol- 
low a good example in the future will 
not blot out the black record of the past; 
we need the blood of Christ’s atoning 
sacrifice to accomplish that. To hear a 
Paderewski play will not make us like a 
Paderewski. Could a Paderewski sng | 
nate himself within one, he could play 
like himself. So the Christian life is 
not Christ and I, but Christ in me. We 
need the Christ within to live the Christ 
without.—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Are We Fulfilling Our Priesthood? 
—And hath made us . . . priests unto God 
(v. 6). Into the great church of the 
late Dr. Andrew Bonar, in Glasgow, Mrs. 
M’Intyre, his daughter, led the Welsh 
evangelist Fred Clarke. No service was 
in progress. Mrs. M’Intyre pointed out 
a pew in the rear where as a wee lass 
her father had seated her one week day 
as he went into the empty church. After 
a long wait she stood up to look for her 
father. He was seated in a pew, his 
head bent forward. Soon he moved to! 
another, then another, and another. Some- ' 
times she would see him carefully ex- 
amine the name plates to find the pews 
he desired. She did not understand it 
at the time, but as she grew in stature 
and the pew-holders grew in grace she 
learned the significance! The shepherd 
was praying for the sheep in the very 
spot where each worshiped—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Why the Blank Just Ahead?—' 
Behold, he cometh with clouds (v. 7). 
Roy L. Brown, a business man of De- 
troit, Mich., who is devoting himself to 
Bible teaching, quoted a secular writer in 
a Toronto paper as saying: “Somewhere 
betweer 1930 and 1940 there seems to be 
a year Beyond which we can make no 
plans. We call it the Year X.” Mr. 
Brown showed a very remarkable chart 
on which were pictured fourteen clocks 


| God, the everlasting Father, and the 
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Mount of Olives, as he feels that the 
foundations of that mountain are unsafe. 
What a significant news item is this, when 
read in the light of Zechariah 14:4: 
“And his feet shall stand in that day 
upon the mount of Olives, which is be- 
fore Jerusalem on the east, and the mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof 
toward the east and toward the west, and 
there shall be a very great valley; and | 
half of the mountain shall remove toward | 
the north, and half of it toward the | 
south.”—From The Sunday School Times. ' 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. | 





Man’s Work in Heaven.—Every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him (v. 7). A minister, going through 
a mental institution, was stopped by a 
woman, who asked: “Mr. Minister, what 
work of man will there be in Heaven?” 
“None, my dear lady,” he said, thinking 
to answer as quickly as possible and get 
away. “Qh, yes, there will! Can’t you 
tell me?” “No, I cannot; but will you 
tell me?” said the minister. “Oh, sir,” 
she replied, “it will be the prints of the 
nails in the hands and feet of the Master, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the only | 
work of man that there will be in 
Heaven.”—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 
Eng. 

Christ Throughout the Bible.—/ am 
Alpha and Omega, ... saith the Lord 
(v. 8). Jesus Christ is the heart of the | 
Bible. e is the Shiloh in Genesis; the 
I Am in Exodus; the Star and Scepter 
in Numbers; the Rock in Deuteronomy ; 
the Captain of the Lord’s Host in Joshua ; 
the Redeemer in Job. He is David’s 
Lord and Shepherd; in the Song of Songs 
he is the Beloved; in Isaiah he is the 
Wonderful, the Counsellor, the Mighty 


Prince of Peace. In Jeremiah he is the 
Lord our Righteousness; in Daniel he is 
the Messiah; in Zechariah he is the 
Branch; in Haggai he is the Desire of 
all Nations; in Malachi he is the Mes- 
senger of the Covenant and the Sun of 
Righteousness ; and in the Book of Reve- 
lation he is the Alpha and the Omega and 
also the Morning Star.—From The Amer- 
ican Fundamentalist. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


about to strike the hour of midnight for | The Jews’ Expectancy Today.—W hich 
the world, each in a different way. The is to come (v. 8). Mr. Mark Kagan, 
convention was told that the official in speaking at one of the Advent Testimony 
charge of building permits for the city meetings, said that when on a visit to 
of Jerusalem has issued orders that no Palestine he and some other Christians 
more buildings be put up on or near the! gathered together in an upper room within 
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Loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood. 


This is taken from Mr. Harkness's new booklet, “ Scripture Choruses,”’ containing twelve 

texts set to music. It will be welcome to superintendents and teachers us'ng the lesson 

for December 13 in this issue (see “ From the Platform'’). The booklet may be had at 15 
cents a copy from The Harkness Music Co., Box 204, South Pasadena,-Cal: 





the city wall in Jerusalem, to remember | 
Christ’s sacrifice and death. After the, 
meeting was over, he and another friend 
went to the Mount of Olives; and as they 
passed along they caught up a Jew who 
said that he also was going to the Mount | 
of Olives. “We orthodox Jews,” he said, | 
“as we watch the things that are happen- 
ing in the world, cannot come to any other 
conclusion than that the Messiah’s Com- 
ing must be near at hand. On that day 
his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
and I go there every day that I may 
be ready to give him a welcome.” Seeing 
that Israel is making such preparations 
for his Coming, what is the Church do- 
ing?—From The Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


The Arch of Triumph.—I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore (v. 18). The Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris is a center of radiating 
life. It is the most magnificent triumphal 
arch in all the world. From it a dozen 
of the stateliest and most lovely avenues 
of the city stretch forth into the far dis- 
tances. All life floods it; and all life 
flows out from it. So the world’s life 
has its central Arch of Triumph in 
Christ’s cross and resurrection. Two 
mighty. bulwarks of stone rise to their 
tremendous yet graceful height to form 
the single Arc de Triomphe—two yet 
one. Neither is complete without the 
other. “Christ died—and rose again,” 
but the resurrection power gives meaning 
and power to the cross——From The 
King’s Business. Sent by T. D. Gehret, 
Sunbury, Pa, 


Where Was the Key?—! .. . have ihe 
keys of hell and of death (v. 18). A 
little girl died at a hotel where she was 
stopping with her father. The mother 
was dead. Just two followed the body 
to the cemetery, the father and a minister. 
The man’s grief was great. At the grave 
he took from his pocket a key, unlocked 
the casket and looked on the face of his 
child once more, then silently closed the 
casket, and handed the key to the keeper 
of the cemetery. On the way back to the 
city the minister quoted to the broken- 
hearted man Revelation 1: 18, explaining 
how the Lord Jesus though dead was now 
alive. “But what is that about the keys?” 
asked the man. “It means this,” said 
the minister. “You think the key to your 
little girl’s casket is in the hands of the 
keeper of the cemetery. Let me tell you, 
the key to your little girl’s grave hangs 





at the girdle of the Son of God, and he 
will come some morning and use it.” | 
Then the light broke through the man’s | 
tears, and he saw the glory of the Resur- | 
rection—Condensed from Record of | 
Christian Work. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, | 
Eskridge, Kans. Prize illustration. 


What Kind of Christians Are We? 
—Lukewarm (3:16). D. L. Moody met 


a stranger on the piazza of the hotel at 
Northfield, and said to him in his abrupt 
and eager way,. “My friend, are you a 
Christian?” The man, stiffening a little, 


| replied: “What do you think?” “Not 


red hot!” exclaimed Mr. Moody, as he 
hastened on. You can tell a red-hot 
Christian when you see him, or when you 
hear him either. And yet he does not 
have to be boisterous to reveal it.— 
From “roor Illustrations for Pulpit and 
Platform,” by Webb. Sent by Mary F. 
Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the glorious “revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ which God gave unto 
him to show unto his servants things which 
must shortly come to pass; and he sent 
and signified it by his angel unto his serv- 
ant John.” Help us, we pray thee, as we 
study this lesson, to see with the eyes of 
the spirit, that which is given unto us by 
him “who is the faithful witness.” May 
we not turn away from this wonderful book 
with the thought that its mysteries are 
not for us, but may we rather with hum- 
ble and teachable hearts seek to find, and 
to understand that which is here revealed. 
We ask this in the name of our ever living 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Twice in the early 
part of our lesson, today we are told of 
One “which is, and which was, and. which 
is to come.” He is our eternal, ever 
living Lord, and” unless’ we think. of him 
as living through all eternity, we do not 
really know or realize who he is. The 
vision given to John on the~ Island of 
Patmos opens up to us so much that is 
amazingly wonderful about the Lord 
Jesus, that we need to follow through each 
sentence most prayerfully and carefully, 
that we may understand his glory, and 
what is offered to those who trust him. 
He is called the faithful witness. What 
he says is true, what he shows to John, 
and so to us, is testimony to his faith- 
fulness, and we ought to heed with all 
earnestness and humility these great dis- 
closures of his plans, his person, his com- 
ing again. There is a beautiful chorus 
which I am sure the school would be 
glad to learn today in order to help us 
to remember who this Lord of ours really 
is, and what he has done for us. Will 
you listen while the chorus is played 


over? It was composed by Robert Hark-- 


ness, who was the pianist for great evan- 
gelistic tours around the world with Dr. 
Torrey, Dg. Chapman, and Mr. Alex- 
ander. Listen carefully, please, to the 
words while I read them, and then we 
shall hear it played over, and then we 
shall all sing it together. (Let the super- 
intendent read the words of the chorus 
on this page several times before the 
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_ school, and let them repeat. the. words. 
Then let the pianist play the beautiful 
music, and in -a few moments~all the 
«school will be “singing. ) 
IS 


HE | 
ls TO COME 


“THE FAITHFUL WITNESS” 
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general Epistles of. the New Testament, 


-such as. The Acts gives us about -Peter 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“Love Divine.” 

“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 
“Sun of My Soul.” 

“Great God of Wonders.” 
“Majestic Sweetness.” 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The First Bearers of Christianity: 
1. One an exile, beholding the . Reve- 
lation. 


2. Many serving in the seven churches 
of Asia. 

3. Many 
world.” 


scattered throughout “the 











LESSON from the last inspired Book 
in the Book, by the last human figure 
“in Biblical history, concerning the Reve- 
‘ation granted him of Jesus Christ, brings 
us over into the third and last section of 
New Testament history. This we ma 
‘roughly divide into Section I— The Life 
.of Christ (Gospels); Section II — The 
‘First Christian Church (The Acts) ; Sec- 
tion Il1I—The Church in the Roman 
World of the First Century (Epistles 
and Revelation). Note the historical 
chart, above, on this page, completing 
the background study of this series of 
lessons. Your girls will find interest in 
‘using this chart, as they have the one on 
The Acts, and its use will clarify their 
thinking concerning the spread of Chris- 
tianity after Paul passes from .the scene 
as the great leader of the Christian hosts 
of that first Christian century. 

On this new chart the names of some 
twenty churches appear, rather than the 
names of leaders, since we gather this his- 
tory from very general statements in the 


sin The.Acts, nor -place. such events as 





Chart of New Testament History — See “ Your Class of Girls;” on this page. 
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rather than from any personal narrative 


and Paul.- We might write several names 
into this section, since we know that Peter 
and John continued their witnessing into 
this last third of that century, and: prob- 
ably James also, with others of that early 
band whose names we do not find men- 
tioned in the Scriptural records. But we 
could’ not place them: in connection with 
any such definite events as those recorded 


we do know in any exact order. 


1. We study this week the last chapter 
in John’s life — that John who was prob- 
ably the youngest among Jesus’ chosen 
twelve, the brother of that James who 
first of them all laid down his life for 
his faith (Acts 12:1, 2). And what do 
we know about John’s last days? Where 
they were spent; and why there; and 
what marvelous things occupied his 
thoughts and came from his inspired pen 
—that is all. Your girls can find the 
answers to these few questions in their 
own Bibles, Have them do. so, in class. 
The never-dying fascination of the study 
of this writing of John’s must be denied 
us with this brief lesson, except that glo- 
rious glimpse of the ascended Christ 
granted to John (chap. 1) with its touch 
of the old-time tenderness of John’s Lord 
in the touch of his right hand upon him 
—remembered how often in those days 
when they walked and talked together, 
daily! Do not let your girls miss that. 
The sight of his full glory would lay 
us all down, “as one dead,” but for that 
touch of his nail-printed hand in full un- 
derstanding of our human weakness (see 
Rev. 1:17; Heb. 4:14, 15; 8:1). 


2. A rapid survey of the next several 
chapters in the Revelation will give your 
girls the names of the seven churches to 
which John was especially writing — those 
seven located in the Roman province of 
Asia, immediately surrounding the city 
of Ephesus. These they can then write 
on their own charts, remembering how 
many individual lives they must represent 
— lives redeemed by John’s Saviour and 
theirs. The faults and failings of those 
Christians are plainly written in those 
seven letters, but suppose your girls try 
to find the good qualities recorded there, 
also. Would our records show up any 
better, if written from above as these 
were? 

Home Study 


Make point three, under the lesson plan 
above, the home study for your girls; ask 





them to think» through the Acts — just 


completed — and list the names of all the 
‘Christian churches given there. Write 
this-complete’ list including all given by 
John in Revelation and any others made 
known through other New Testament 
writings — on their own charts, noting the 
full number. of Christian churches estab- 
lished in that first: Christian century. Re- 
member there must have been others also, 
though they are not so mentioned. 


Decatur, Ga. 
ve 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


{Bee answers to the following ques- 
tions “will tbe found in the “issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuHrisTIAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. ‘Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristTiAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TrMeEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What picture of the Trinity have we 
in this lesson? 


2. Why need not believers be alarmed 
at John’s statement that at the coming of 
the Lord every eye shall see him and all 
ag tae of the earth shall “wail because 
of him”? 


3. What is meant by the “Lord’s day”. 


in this lesson? 
_ 4 How many things in John’s descrip- 
tion of the risen Christ speak of judg- 
ment? 

5. What promise is given to those who 
read this book of the Revelation? 


6. Whose “revelation” is this book? 
w 


All spiritual experience is a locked door 
to the natural man, but the door will 
yield to the knocking of the child of God. 
—Montague Goodman, in the Keswick 
Calendar. 
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Say. Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: First and last. 


Discussion: What does it mean to give 
“first and last’’ place in one’s time? 


Money? Thinking? Reading? Social 
Life? Business? 

Objective: Giving the Lord ‘his right- 
ful place. 














AY, fellows, when John, exiled by 

the Roman emperor, out there on the 
rocky isle of Patmos, was permitted to 
look upon the glorified form of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to hear his marvelous 
voice speaking to him, even to Johy him- 
self, it was too much for him. He says, 
“I fell at his feet as dead”! His human 
powers of: sight: and hearing, when con- 
fronted by that matchless vision and 
voice, were overtaxed, and he collapsed. 
Even with the help of John’s description 
of the vision, we cannot imagine it; and 
the voice, he says, was like a trumpet — 
perhaps as though speaking through a 
giant megaphone —and like “the sound 
of many waters.” Have you ever heard 
the roar of Niagara? It carries a sug- 
gestion of mighty power. Are you sur- 
prised. that John fell upon his face? I 
am not, 

“And he laid his right hand upon me, 
saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first 
and the last.” Fellows, there is more in 
that one sentence than we can_ possibly 
carry away with us today. Let’s get 
what we can of it. The Lord Jesus’ is 
quick to give reassurance to his.servants 
who bow before him in holy fear.. He 
“laid his right hand upon” the ‘trembling 
form of John and opened his understand- 
ing. Then -he said, “Fear not.”. The 
“Fear nots” of Jesus make an interesting 
study; they, are always inspiring — em- 
powering. The Lord knows that fear, is 
an enemy to peace, an enemy to truth and 
to progress,. The very. first. announ¢e- 
ments of his birth — by Gabriel to Joseph 
and also’ to Mary, by the angelic hosts 
to the shepherds — were begun with “Fear 
not.” Our Lord said those words of re- 
assurance to Peter when he called him 
to be a “fisher of men” (Luke 5: 10) ; 
to Jairus, when he. was so distressed 
about his little daughter (Luke 8:50) ; 
to the disciples when they wondered how 
they would be able to “carry on’ (Luke 
12:32); and at other times. Now he 
speaks them to John as he lays his hand 
upon him—and John grasps the tre- 
mendous significance of the fact that Jesus 
is “the First and the Last.” 

When our Lord told John he was “the 
‘first and the last” it was just another 
way of saying he is everything —to the 
believer. To give this tremendous fact 
a further emphasis, he also told Jchn in 
that amazing interview that he was 
“Alpha and Omega.” These are the first 
and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
Those limits included all the letters that 
could spell anything. Jesus Christ is 
everything to be desired that can be ex- 
pressed in human language. And when 
language has failed, he is more than can 
be imagined. That is a part of what he 
was telling John on that momentous occa- 
sion. Then he told him to write in a book 
“such part as could be expressed in lan- 
guage, and give it to the Church. This 
John did, and we have as a result the 
matchless book of Revelation. 

Fellows, I wish you would just spend 
the rest ‘of the time allotted here think- 
ing of Jesus Christ as first and last — 
and all in between. Then register with 
yourself, and with him, your purpose to 
let him be all of that to you. First-in 
the morning and last at night —and all 
between, through the day. First and last 
in your plans, first and last in your ambi- 
tions, first and last in your business. That 
is where he has a right to be. That is 
where he wants to be. That is where 
he will bring your heart the greatest sat- 
isfactions. If it frightens you, because 
there looms up a sacrifice in the thought, 
just be quiet a moment and listen: you 
will hear him say, “Fear not.” No fel- 








low ever lost anything by putting Jesus 


| Christ first and last. He very definitely 
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promised that when he said, “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). You 
cannot outgive God! Just try it. 

When a fellow lets Jesus Christ be 
“first and last” (and all between) in his 
life he is doing the best possible service 
to himself. It does not mean he must be 
praying out loud or singing psalms and 

ymns all the time. It is simply prac- 
ticing the consciousness of the presence 
of the Lord in all his affairs. No legiti- 
mate engagement may be neglected, no 
legitimate joy denied. Rather, there 
comes a new sense of satisfaction in 
everything. Even the small details of life 
take on a new flavor, a new dignity, a 
new glory — God can brighten the dullest 
finish. Why, he has brightened this one! 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
vd 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Revelation 1: 1-19; 21:1 to 22: 
9. Let your helper for this week 
find the island of Patmos. It is in the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Jown'’s Vision on Parrges 
os it ee 

Bh pom 

‘ Nar .= 


“eae oe S!, 
mete 











NOVEMBER 28, 1931 


7Egean Sea, not so very far from the ! with certain responsibilities, or has as- 


city of Ephesus, where Paul preached, | 
and where John, one of the Lord’s dis- | 
ciples, made his home. One day the | 
Roman emperor Had John sent to this 
rough lonely little island just for ‘believ- 
ing the Word of God and telling people 
about the Lord Jesus. 

No doubt John missed meeting with 
the other believers on the Lord’s Day, but 
while he was worshiping alone the Holy 
Spirit filled his heart, and the Lord Jesus 
himself visited his lone worshiper, and 
John was no longer lonely. 


John says he heard a voice like a trum- 
pet, saying: “I am... the first and the 
last: and, what thou seest, write in a 
book, and send it unto the seven churches 
which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and 
unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto 
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.” Let 
your helper find each one of these cities 
on the map. John turned at once to see 
the One who was speaking to him. Had 
John ever heard that voice before? Was 
it different now? When he_ turned 
around, what wonderful sight did John 
see? How did he feel? Explain that 
john had leaned on the breast of the 
Son of man when he was on earth, but 
he looked so glorious standing there 
among the golden candlesticks that the 
beloved disciple fell at his feet as if dead. 
But the Lord never changes, he is just 
as loving and tender in his kingly glory, 
holding the seven stars in his right hand, 
as he was when he walked and talked 
with his disciples and held little chil- 
dren in his arms. He laid his strong right 
hand on his frightened disciple and said, 
“Fear not; ... I am he that liveth, and 
was dead.” The Lord said that the seven 
golden candlesticks were the seven 
churches, and that the seven stars in his 
right hand were the angels of these 
churches. Now let your helper draw a 
little candlestick by each city which the 
Lord had mentioned to John, for the 
Lord sent a special message to each one 
of the churches in these cities, for each 
church needed his warning and help and 
comfort. 

After this the Lord let John see a set 
of moving pictures, showing the things 
that will happen in the world, and also 
his glorious coming to rule the world in 
righteousness. 

The last scene in this wonderful pic- 
ture was the new heaven and the new 
earth which the Father and the Son will 
make as an eternal Home for all who 
believe on the Lord Jesus as their Sav- 
iour. Here God himself shall build a 
tabernacle in which to live among his 
children, and he shall comfort them all, 
and wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

Let thé children talk with you as freely 
as they will of all the beauties and won- 
ders of this new Home which the Father’s 
love is preparing for his children. Here 
we shall see the foundations of precious 
stones, the gates of pearl, and the streets 
of gold. But perhaps it will interest the 
children more to talk about the clear 
sparkling river, which will be a joy to 
every one because it is the river of the 
water of life, with a tree of life with its 
wonderful fruit growing upon each bank. 

In this new beautiful world there shall 
be no storms, floods, earthquakes, wars, 
famines, or sickness and death, for all 
of earth’s sorrows shall be ended, be- 
cause God is living and reigning among 
his rédeemed children, and they can see 
his face, and be happy forever. 

Be sure that each child in your class 
knows the Way to this beautiful Home. 
The Lord Jesus is the Way. 

Sing, “Shall We Gather at the River?” 

Curnton, S. C. 


w 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 6) 

1. iNo less than thirty different places, 
— provinces, cities, islands, etc., — are men- 
tioned by name in the records of his work, 
as his evangelization territory. 

2. Certainly in Greek, Hebrew, and 
Aramaic, and possibly in Latin. 

3. Here are mentioned seventeen personal 
folluwers who were so loyal to the service 





of Paul’s Christ that he can “charge” them 


signed them definite places of service. 

4. “May it not be laid to their account” 
(2 Tim. 4:16b) is surely remindful of 
“Lord, lay not this sin to their charge” 
(Acts 7: 60b), proving Paul’s preparedness 
to go to be with him who also prayed, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.” 


5. Crete, Miletus, Nicopolis, and a plan 
to go to Spain, strongly indicate this jour- 
ney. 

6. “The sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God.” 


7. It is the Christian fighting a losing 
battle because his sword has gaps in it, 
made by destructive criticism of God’s Word. 

8. Pray. See Ephesians 6: 18. 


_ 9. Until, in God’s providence, the fighter 
is called home. 


_ Io. The element of faith; because. faith 
links up the power of almighty God in the 
effort, — and that cannot fail. 


Keeping the 
Bible in the 
Sunday School 
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of Sunday School officers and teach- 
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— ee FREE. Address: 
ver li Society, Dept. 
1013 Bessemer Bet - Pitts oe. Pa. 


MEN! 4 
Who use Talcum after shaving 
' will find 


Cutieura Taleum 
































Lesson for December 13 





For Family Worship 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 7 to 13 
Mon.—John 1 : 29-40. 
John’s Introduction to Jesus. | 
The first testimony of the Baptist: is | 
to the Lamb that takes away the sin of | 
the world —the Lamb for sinners: Why | 
does his second testimony simply say, 
“Behold the Lamb of God”? The con- 
text shows that in this second declara- 
tion, the Christ is introduced as the One 
who dwells with his followers. Is there 
then in this “reading” to be found the 
two sides of the cross: the cross for 
sinners and the cross for saints? It 
would seem s0. 2 3 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Otomi Indians visited by the Rev. C. H. 
Ainley, Jr., in Mexico with the new auto 
of the Latin-American -FeHlowship’ (C. 
Carl Lyon, Treasurer, 857 Seventh, St., | 
San Diego, Cal.) ; for Testaments bought | 
by the surprisingly large~number~ who 
could read un poquito de molde (“a little 
bit, in print”); for the wayside hut-to-= 
hut visitation; for all the mission fyorkers. 
Tues.—John 19 : 23-30. , ; 

John Witnesses the Crucifixion. 

It took courage in John to’stand in the 
shadow of the cross. ~The rest of the 
eleven had all forsaken the Lord, and 
fled. John had a wonderful compensa- 
tion. He could record this central event 
in all history as an eyewitness, and he 
had the privilege-of caring forthe Lord’s ; 
mother throughout: the remainder _of her 
life, a privilege James and Jude missed, 
because -they -had evidently not ‘believed 
on their divine ‘half-brother until after his 
death and resurrection. Are we cour- 
ageous these days to endure’ “the offence 
of the cross”? : «9258 

Prayer Succestions: Pray. for the 
Egypt General Mission (106 Highbury 
New Park, London, N. 5); thatthe native 
Christians may be awakened by the Spirit 
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to take the Gospel to their neighbors, 
with new seal; for those in the grip of 
evil spirits. 
Wed.—John 20: 1-10. 
John Believes the Resurrection. 
The grave ‘clothes lying undisturbed, 
out of which the resurrection body of 
the Lord had emerged, somewhat like a 
butterfly out of its chrysalis, and yet with 
the head towel lying folded to one side, 
helped John to realize: at last what: the 
Lord had meant when he predicted his 
rising again. There is no betier proved 
fact in history’ than the Resurrection, 
through many witnesses: beside John.: The 


Resurrection is God’s O. K. on the Atone- 
| ment. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that a wo- 
man on the foreign field for the Decatur 
(ill.) Gospel Tract and Prayer Union 
be healed of cancer directly or through 
coming to the States for an operation; if 
the latter, that needed funds may be sup- 
plied; that doctors may be multiplied on 
foreign fields; for all sick missionaries. 
Thurs.—Revelation 1 : 9-18. 

The Glorious, Living Christ. 


The seven Tabernacle candlesticks were |’ 


all. joined. to a central stem. \ But here, 
Christ himself is the center of these, can- 
dlesticks, representative of the Church all 
down-the centuries. Where two or.three 
are gathered in his‘ name, there is he‘in 
the midst <( Matt. 18:20). -That -is -the 
nucleus of any church. Every phase of 
tthe description of him here pertains to 


judgment. He would judge now in love, |}® 


that we may escape the terrors of com- 
ing world judgment. -The John who used 
to. lean against his shoulder falls. at his 
feet as dead. We must all be “changed” ’ 
ourselves, and this mortal put on immor- 
tality —be “like him” at his: coming — 
ere we experience the perfect liberty of 
the glory. : 
and even-he, our ascended .Lord, .is. now 
our peace. 3 : se 

PRAYER Succestion: Pray for ‘Miss 
Emily _L..-Peterson of .the A. P. Mission, 
Saharanpur, India, who writes: “The 
work here is encouraging. Every door 
in the city is open to us. Would that we 
had more workers!” 

.Fri~Revelation 2 : 1-7: : 
Christ’s Message to the Church, 

This -and the other six letters in chap- 
ters 2 and 3 are Christ’s only “writings” 
—and they were dictated (1:2). They 
are “contentions” for the faith (Jude 3). 
One heresy especially is hated by our 
Lord, Nicolaitanism — “clerisy,” having 
human overlords in the church in- 
stead of recognizing that every Christian 
is a king and priest unto God. Nicolait- 
anism has done more to bring about the 
gradual decline in the church from the 
Ephesus to the Laodicean stage than any 
other error. The Lord is very jealous 
(cf. Jas. 4:5) for us to return to our first 
love. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
mountain schools in the South, where the 
children are from Bible-loving families; 
for the teachers, now being required to 
take university summer school training 
where they imbibe Modetnism; for the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association's 
effort to get Scriptures to these children. 
(Send contributions to Mr. A. F. Gay- 
lord, treasurer, 843 N. Wells St., Chi- 
cago.) 

Sat.—Revelation 3 : 14-22. 
Christ’s Present Attitude. 

While the seven churches were individ- 
ually existing in John’s day, they also 
show the gradual trend of spiritual de- 
clension through the centuries. We are 
probably living at the period where the 
Philadelphian era is emerging into the 
Laodicean. The latter word, from the 
Greek, laos (“people”), and dike (“judg- 
ment”), seems to indicate the church of 
popular judgment “in which nothing may 
be safely preached except what the peo- 


share Christ’s rule with him in the tem- 
poral reign soon to follow. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for the 
sufferers from certain famine to follow 
the wnprecedented rains in the Yangtse- 
kiang valley in china; where four thou- 
sand houses in Nanking alone have col- 
lapsed. Floods have affected sixteen of 


679 


| China's provinces. (Send relief gifts to 

| the China Inland Mission, School Lane, 
| Germantown, Philadelphia.) 
| Sun.—1 Corinthians 15 : 42-49. 

The Glory of Immortality. 

As a lily, for instance, rising in the 

spring to a glorified life of stalk and 

plant, out of its dead and partly rotted 





But he bids John be at peace, |; 





ple are pleased to hear.” And it-is “luke- 
warm,” divided between Christ and the | 
world, much profession and little faith; | 
communion on Sunday and prize-whist on 
Monday and “movies” throughout the 
week. Our Lord is outside the church 
pleading with individuals in it to let him 
into their hearts (y. 20). The overcomer 
of the temptations of such an era will 
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the other side’’ ? 


90,000 Testaments for Bulgaria 


_...We ask you to help in giving God’s Word to the perishing 
millions of Bulgaria for two reasons :— 

FIRST—Because for 1,000 years the people of this land have been kept in super- 
stition and ignorance, through being deprived of God’s Word. Like the 
traveler from Jerusalem-to Jerico they are lying ‘‘ wounded ”’ by the way- 
side. Will you have compassion on them and pour in the healing balm of 
the Word of God: or will you, like the priest and the Levite, “‘ pass by on 


SECOND—We ask you to give a donation as a thankoffering for all the blessings 
you and your loved ones have received from the Word of God. 


One Dollar buys 23 Bulgarian Testaments 
OUR APPEAL IS TWOFOLD 





brethren in Bulgaria? 


Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, President. 








COMPASSION for perishing souls; and 
GRATITUDE for blessings received. 


Will you respond? Or will you turn away your eyes from your *‘ wounded ”’ 


Please send all donations to— 
50,000 Bulgarian Testaments Campaign 
‘The American-European Fellowship 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


Col. E. N. Sanctuary, Treadéurer. 
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root, so is the resurrection or spiritual 
body, as compared with the dead, buried, | 
and decomposing animal body; neverthe- 
less retaining something of identity. As 
the new lily appropriates something of 
the old bulb, so the Spirit takes what he 
needs of our old personality in fashioning 
our spiritual body. 

PravyeR SuGGestion: Pray for the 
evangelical workers in newly republican 
Spain to realize their remarkable oppor- 
tunity to preach in street meetings, where 
a listening crowd of five hundred can 
almost always be collected; most of the 
long-intimidated Gospel workers remain 
tied to their little congregations. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The pagan festivals were times of self- 
indulgence, and all too often, of debauch- 
ery. 
gods of pleasure, of money, of mirth, of 


were worshiped. Is 
age to revert to such practices? 

What may we call it, other than pa- 
ganizing Christmas, when many seize 
upon this season as an opportunity for 
greed and profiteering? 

What shall we say of the merchants 
who price their goods considerably above 


season and return them to their original 
prices as soon as Christmas has passed? 


their normal value during the Christmas | 





They were times during which the | 


wine, and of licentiousness, and the like, | 
it possible in this | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(Lesson 


their Christmas gifts with a view to the 
favor of the recipient or with a thought 
of the gift they are to receive in return, 
rather than any consideration of the real 
need and desire of the one for whom the 
gift is intended? 

What of those who give for appearance 
sake, instead of for Christ’s sake? 

What shall we say of those who spend 
the Christmas season in a mad whirl of 
pleasure and self-indulgence with scarcely 
a thought of the One who came to make 
Christmas possible? 

Are not all of these helping to paganize 
our Christmas and to transform it from 
the quiet, simple remembrance of God’s 








love into a season of hurry and fret and 


What shall we say of those who select 
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excitement? True, there are many who 
will continue in their willful, selfish course 
in spite of what we may say or do. But 
can we who know Christ as our Saviour 
do something to catch the true Christ- 
mas spirit and to avoid these dangers of 
paganizing Christmas? Can we not sat- 
urate our minds and hearts with God’s 
Word which is his preventive against 
such things? Can we not ask him to 
quiet our hearts and show us how we 
may first of all give to Him this Christ- 
mas time; and then to plan for us all our 
Christmas giving and activities, so that 
we may not. please ourselves but honor 
and please Him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Dec. 20. Christmas Messages in Literature. 
Isa. 9:6, 7 

Dec. 27. Should We Learn from the Experi- 
ences of Others? Why? How? Heb. 11: 
32-403 12:1, 2. 





Sunday, December 13 


Making Christmas Christian 
(Mic. 4: 1-5) 





Mon.—By cultivating peace (Matt. 5 : 9). 
Tues.—By good will to all (Heb. 13 : 20, 


21). 
Wed.—By gifts of love (Matt. 2:11, 12). 
Thurs.—By spreading joy (Acts 8: 5-8). 
Fri.—By feeding the poor (Job 29: 7-16). 
Sat.—By gratitude to God (Psa. 103 : 1-5). 











What is the finest feature of Christmas? | 
How do people paganize Christmas? 


How may we catch the true Christmas 
spirit ? 


HERE is an ancient legend of an 

infidel knight who openly expressed 
Ins unbelief in the reality and power of 
Got» He determined upon an experi- 
ment to prove that there was no God. 
Going out into the field, fully armed for 
combat, he cast his glove upon the ground 


after the fashion of his day when one‘ 


challenged another to fight. Looking up 
into the heavens, he cried, “God, if there 
be a God, I defy thee here and now to 
mortal combat. If thou indeed art, put 
forth thy power, of which thy professed, 
pretended priests make such boast. Wait- 
ing for an answer to his challenge, he 
looked up and saw a piece of parchment 
fluttering in the air above his head. - It 
fell to his feet and when he picked it up, 
he found inscribed upon it the words, 
“God is love.” Overcome by this unex- 
pected response to his challenge, he broke 
his sword, and, kneeling upon the frag- 
ments, he consecrated himself to the serv- 
ice of the God whom he had before defied. 

lhis parchment message was only a 
legend, but more than nineteen hundred 
years ago a real message of God’s love 
floated down from the sky to this old, 
defiant, sin-cursed world. It was the 
“Peace on earth, good will toward men” 
of the angels’ song that told of the birth 
of the One who was God’s love incarnate. 
And hearing that message from the skies, 
many a defiant, rebellious one has broken 
his sword and yielded his heart and life 
to his Saviour and has received in return 
that peace that the world cannot give 
and that passeth: understanding. 

Should not, then, this marvelous love 
gift of our Father’s that he sent us so 
long ago in the person of that little babe 
of Bethlehem, challenge our first thought 
in considering how we may make this 
Christmas Christian? Upon that first 
Christmas night the simple shepherds 
brought their homage and worship to the 
Christ child. A few days later the Wise 
Men came with their gifts, not for each 
other or for Mary or Joseph, but for the 
Christ. Have we reversed the order 
today in our Christmas giving? Should 
not a Christian Christmas mean above all 
else the giving to Christ of our gifts, our 
worship, ourselves ? 

But the very thought of making Christ- 
mas Christian implies that it is possible 








O YOU know that, zz 
|D! your name, the Federal 
(a Council of Churches 

of Christ in America 
recognizes the American Civil 
Liberties Union as one of its 
‘“‘social agencies” ? 









Do you know this same 
American Civil Liberties Union 
not only encourages Bolshe- 
vists, Revolutionists, Criminal 
Aliens, etc., but that Roger W. 
Baldwin, head of this organiza- 
tion is a confessed Atheist and 
that the Chairman of its Board 


is Rev. Harry F. Ward who 
serves on several Federal 


Council Committees and who 
is notorious for his Bolshevist 
and I.W.W. activities. 


Do you know that Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman, “ radio preach- 
er” of the Federal Council, 
has publicly disavowed and dis- 
couraged belief in the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, the Virgin 
Birth of Jesus, His Deity and 
the historicity of His miracles 
as well as many other funda- 








to paganize Christmas. How may we? 





activities. The book is a fear- 
less exposé of existing condi- 


tions about which every Chris- 
tian in America should know. 
It is Lased upon facts—indis- 
putable facts—which cannot 
and will not be ignored. 


The foreword of this power- 
ful book is written by Dr. Mark 





Cloth bound copies of “Tainted 
Contacts” are available at $1.00 
each. Paper bound copies at 50c 
each, 


Membership in the American 
Christian Defenders is only $2.00 
a year and for a limited time in- 
cludes two copies (one cloth 
bound and one paper bound) of 
“Tainted Contacts.” 











A. Matthews who says in part: 
“We are not in danger so much 
from the foreign foe as we are 
from the foe within. —Col. Sanc- 
tuary has verified the facts, pre- 
senting in his volume enough 
information to arouse the sleep- 
ing, careless citizen.” 


Dr. Donald M. Grant, 
prominent 


Will You Ignore the 
“Tainted Contacts”’ 


That Are Being Made in 
the Name of Christianity ? 


Will You Stand Idly By While Certain Officers 
in the Federal Council of Churches Work with 
Atheists, Bolshevists, etc. ? 


; f th wee ; preacher, has . AMERICAN CHRISTIAN DEFENDERS 
mentals of the Christian Faith. written, “I be- : Room 421-A, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
. . ‘ I want to have a part in the defense of our Christian and 
These and many, many other lieve the time . Cj Patriotic ideals. Enclosed find $2.00 for a membership 
facts are made clear ina new has come in : which includes two copies of ‘‘‘T'ainted Contacts."’ 
book, “Tainted Contacts,” the lifeof our ! ie Oe 8. + Sealoned plone 060 Ot See 
4 =: : . . C) ; . . cloth bound copies ; . paper bound 
written by E. N. Sanctuary, nation when 4 copies of ‘‘ Tainted Contacts.’’ 
who for years has been identi- all who seek § ‘Gane 
fied with Evangelical Christian to uphold the s 
& TOWN STATE. . 
e 


ideals of our Constitution must 
get together in order that we 
may present a solid front to the 
many-sided foe, and not the 
least formidable those who 
pose in the guise of religion. 
. . . Count me as a charter 
member.” 


We want you to get, read, 
and tell your friends about 
“Tainted Contacts,” but we 
also want your help and en- 
couragement. We want you 
to join the American Christian 
Defenders, the dues of which 
are only $2.00, including two 
copies (one cloth and one paper 
bound) of ‘ Tainted Contacts,” 
a membership card, and bulle- 
tins of information which can- 
not be included in the book. 


For your own sake, for the 
sake of your children, your 
home, even your native land, 
send the coupon today. This 
is atime for action. Indiffer- 
ence and lethargy only aid the 
powers which threaten every- 
thing Christian men and women 
hold dear. Act now. The cru- 
sade has begun in His Name. 
Join. Send the coupon now. 
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